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Naval Safety Center Joins Nationwide Crackdown On Seat Belt Violators
U.S. Military Aims to Fight Leading Killer of U.S. Servicemen and Women
NORFOLK, Va., May 20, 2003 – Military combat isn’t the only threat to the safety of U.S. servicemen and women.  Traffic crashes remain the leading killer, and that’s why Commander Naval Safety Center (COMNAVSAFECEN) will again partner with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the National Safety Council, and the armed forces in a nationwide crackdown against seat belt violators.  NHTSA data show that more men and women in uniform die in traffic crashes than any other cause.  Click It or Ticket continues through the Memorial Day holiday. 

In a message to the fleet, Adm. Steve Turcotte, Commander Naval Safety Center encourages service members and their families to use every valuable resource available to help control hazards on the highway, on liberty, and at home.  “Our Sailors and Marines face many risks as they come home from Operation Iraqi Freedom,” he said.  “Help make this homecoming the smoothest one in history,”  Adm. Turcotte also advised.  “Don’t let preventable mishaps interfere with the goal of maintaining our unprecedented level of readiness.”

Motor-vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for the military, outweighing other causes, including training mishaps and combat.  The Navy’s private motor vehicle (PMV) fatality rate between FY98 and FY02 was 16.76 (317 deaths).  More than one-third of those killed in four-wheel PMV mishaps weren’t wearing a safety belt (39%).  During FY03 (through 16 May), 38 Sailors died in PMV mishaps.  Military personnel by virtue of age and gender typically epitomize the people with low belt user – 18 to 34-year-old males ages.

Teens aged 16 to 19 are at higher risk of being in a car crash and less likely to use safety belts than other age groups, according to NHTSA. In 2002, 4,942 teens aged 16 to 19 were killed in traffic crashes, and thousands more were injured, according to NHTSA preliminary statistics. Fatality rates for teens are twice that of people 35 years and older, and the crash involvement rates for teen drivers are three times that of drivers in their 40s and 50s. Two out of five deaths among teens are the result of a traffic crash.

(more)

Page 2 of 2, Click It or Ticket
“While we are doing everything we can to protect families from unpredictable threats, we must continue to address the most predictable and leading risk our families and military face every day – traffic mishaps,” said Capt. Bruce Crisler, director of the Shore Safety Programs at the Safety Center.
The two-week enforcement wave, which began May 19 and will run through June 1, is being supported by more than $20 million in state and national advertising.  It is based on a proven public health model to increase belt use called “high visibility enforcement.” 

The Click It or Ticket mobilization relies on periods of intense enforcement of seat belt laws coupled with aggressive advertising and media outreach to let people know about the enforcement.  For many non-seat belt users – especially young people – the threat of a ticket has proven to be a greater inducement to buckle up than the threat of injury or death. 
The mobilization is conducted twice yearly by the Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign of the National Safety Council in conjunction with law enforcement agencies, state highway safety offices, NHTSA and the National Transportation Safety Board.  The mobilization is also part of Buckle Up America, an ongoing NHTSA initiative to increase belt use and save lives.

The Naval Safety Center participates in the mobilizations because they work.  The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) reported recently that child deaths from traffic crashes have declined by 20 percent since 1997, when the mobilizations began.  The DOT has credited the mobilizations for significantly contributing to this decline and for dramatically increasing child-restraint use.

Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that investigates and analyzes mishaps and provides safety information and data to the fleet.  The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, as well as occupational safety and health.  The Safety Center publishes five award-winning safety magazines:  Approach, Mech, Fathom, Ashore, and Ground Warrior.  The staff of COMNAVSAFECEN provides support and services to more than 4,200 Navy and Marine commands worldwide in promoting safety and safety processes. Visit the Safety Center at www.safetycenter.navy.mil
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