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First Hampton Roads Business Joins Good Samaritan Effort

NORFOLK, Va. - A short ceremony to honor the first business in the local area to join the Good Samaritan program was held on Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2005, 9:00 a.m., at Uncle Louie’s restaurant, 132 East Little Creek Rd., Norfolk, Va. Louis Eisenberg, owner of the famous Uncle Louie’s restaurant in the Ward’s Corner section of Norfolk, signed up for the Navy and Marine Corps’ new program after hearing about it at a Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce meeting.

The Good Samaritan program is designed to get the community to help the Navy and Marine Corps in their efforts to reduce traffic, recreation and off-duty mishaps. A Good Samaritan is a person, often a stranger, who helps another without expectation of “payback.” Samaritan also is an acronym that stands for “Sailors and Marines, Involved Towns and Neighborhoods.” This new program seeks to leverage the time that Sailors and Marines spend with friends, families, neighbors, and businesses to help keep our military members safe once they get beyond the main gates. The Naval Safety Center, the Navy’s leading organization that investigates mishaps, implemented this program as an effort to improve safety awareness, build tighter bonds with the community, and save lives.

When asked why he joined the program, Mr. Eisenberg mentioned his livelihood is based on his military customers and it’s one way to give back to the services, adding, “The Navy and military have been a big part of our community and has helped us in a number of ways.  I don’t think the community does enough to support our military people, and I want to do more to help.”

Businesses like Uncle Louie’s or other restaurants, bars, clubs, dive shops, or other establishments, can join Good Samaritan and help us to remind their customers and our people to be safe and to help reduce mishaps. That help might be a simple reminder to wear seatbelts, use child-safety seats, be careful a new intersections, or remember the “Safe Ride” or “Tipsy Taxi” programs to keep them from having a DUI incident.

Mr. Eisenberg mentioned that his business, a staple in the community for more than 21 years, already has helped Sailors and Marines to avoid trouble. “I have two children of my own and can’t imagine the horror of losing them in a car crash,” he said. “I have had my people drive more than a few Sailors and Marines back to the base when they had a few too many drinks. I know they can get in trouble, and I don’t want to see that happen. These people are my friends not just my customers.”

He added that several people returning for tours of duty in the Norfolk area have stopped in and told him it’s like being back home. “It’s bad enough when I read about a Sailor or Marine who died on one our streets,” he said. “It’s worse when I find out that they had just returned from a deployment or from the war in Iraq or Afghanistan. It’s tragic. We need to find out how to handle these problems, and I want to help.”

The Naval Safety Center gave Uncle Louie’s restaurant a framed copy of a poster, which they agree to hang to remind our people to be safe, asks for the community’s help to reduce off-duty mishaps, and to promote the Good Samaritan program. Rear Adm. Dick Brooks signed a certificate of appreciation and thanked Mr. Eisenberg.

Last fiscal year the Navy and Marine Corps lost 119 Sailors and Marines in private-motor-vehicle mishaps and another 33 people in recreation or other off-duty incidents in various “ing” activities - swimming, diving, biking, hiking, skiing, or rock climbing. Most of these mishaps were preventable. Everyone must help to drive down these mishaps and mishap rates.

 Individuals or businesses can join and sponsor specific Sailors or Marines or help in a general way. The Naval Safety Center website, www.safetycenter.navy.mil/samaritan <http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/samaritan>, has more information on the program and has a sign-up form for individuals and businesses.
-USN-

About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at http://safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc. 

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.

