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Are Navy Law-Enforcement Groups Up to the Challenge?

By Dan Steber, Naval Safety Center Traffic Safety

NORFOLK, Va.—The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) hold a law-enforcement challenge each year, more commonly referred to as the “Chiefs Challenge.” This competition seeks to recognize and reward the best overall traffic-safety programs in the United States. Navy law-enforcement groups are eligible to participate, and the IACP are accepting entries for this year’s awards.

The law-enforcement folks at Naval Weapons Station, Earle, N.J. have received and will be submitting a package, and other bases are eligible. The Naval Safety Center urges all Navy and Marine Corps bases to consider submitting a package (visit IACP website at www.chiefschallenge.org or your state’s Association of Chiefs of Police website for an online application –Virginia is http://smartsafeandsober.vachiefs.org/programs/LEC/). 

Michael Borkowski, traffic-safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center and a retired Norfolk Police Officer, said, “This is a good chance for Navy or Marine law-enforcement groups to share their successes, to show the good work that gets done every year, and to bring home some awards for the military.”

Each state holds a separate challenge, and they award prizes. The winners from each state then are judged to determine national awards. The competition brings similar-sized and different-type law-enforcement agencies together. Entries are judged on each group’s efforts to enforce laws and educate the public and military members about occupant protection, impaired driving, and speeding. 

The program offers special awards in various categories, such as first-time entry, child passenger safety, occupant protection, impaired-driving awareness, speed awareness, underage alcohol prevention, and others. Although the entry forms are lengthy and require someone to write narratives, share summaries of training programs, or present appropriate photos, the recognition for dedicated military law-enforcement officers is worth the effort.

The head of Shore Safety programs at the Naval Safety Center, Capt. Bill Glenn, said, “The Chief’s Challenge is a great opportunity to promote traffic safety and to reward those law-enforcement groups who have put forth special effort to improve safety awareness, reduce mishaps, and save lives.”

This program is financed through a grant awarded to the IACP by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA), and the prizes offered are a great affirmation of a job well done. Come on Navy; join the challenge!

The deadline for entries is May 1, 2005. For more information on the Chief’s Challenge, visit the websites provided above or contact Mike Borkowski at (757) 444-3520 Ext. 7136 (DSN 564), or e-mail: michael.borkowski@navy.mil.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at http://safetycenter.navy.mil. Also visit our Navy NewsStand page at http://www.news.navy.mil/local/nsc.

About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2004, mishaps killed 113 Sailors, and cost the Navy $524 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $468 million was in aviation mishaps. Seventy-three of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.





