Preliminary Loss Report 001/08
 

1st Recreation mishap of FY 08 claims the life of Marine LTCOL. 
Chesapeake, VA. – A 44-year-old Marine LTCOL was killed when the Rutan VariEze experimental aircraft he owned and was piloting crashed in Chesapeake, VA on Wednesday afternoon, 03 October 2007.  He was an experienced F/A-18 Hornet Weapons System Operator and had logged numerous hours as a civil pilot in his aircraft prior to the crash.
It’s believed at this time that he was attempting to return to the airfield because of engine problems. The plane crashed onto Route 17, hit a car, broke apart and ended up in a field just a few yards off the highway. The mishap is still under investigation. 
After seeing the low-flying aircraft impact the ground, several private citizens stopped to render assistance to the downed pilot prior to rescuers and first responders arriving on scene. Authorities say the pilot, the only occupant, was killed instantly in the crash. 
This is the first Marine Corps Off-Duty/Recreational fatality in FY08 compared to 0 for the same time frame in FY07.  
   Off-Duty/Rec Fatalities

                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 12 Oct     0     0.00       0     0.00        0     0.00

FY07 thru 12 Oct     0     0.00       0     0.00        0     0.00

FY08 thru 12 Oct     0     0.00       1    17.18        1     5.84
Consider these actions to help prevent Off-Duty/Recreational mishaps:
· Continue to stress the use Operational Risk Management as a tool for each Marine’s daily life plan. Not just on the job but in all facets of life, all day, every day. 

· Flying is an exacting, serious business. It demands in depth knowledge, attention to detail, constant vigilance, judgment, and skill. 

· For more information on high risk recreational activities, see the tools available on our website in the RODS/Traffic Safety Toolbox and the Best Practices section.

      For more information on experimental aircraft visit these sites: 

http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/vintage_experimental/ 
http://www.eaa.org/communications/eaanews/pr/040216_homebuilt.html
http://www.faa.gov/ 
http://www.aaib.dft.gov.uk/publications/bulletins/may_2004/rutan_028737.cfm 

http://www.faa.gov/aircraft/air_cert/airworthiness_certification/sp_awcert/experiment/ 
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback@navy.mil.
