Preliminary Loss Report 005/08
Marine in K-Bay Killed in Car Crash

KANEOHE BAY, HI – On 19 February 2008, at 2303, a 22-year-old PFC was driving at a high rate of speed on the H-3 Freeway Kamehameha Highway off-ramp on his way to Honolulu.  He apparently attempted to correct his steering while traveling in excess of 100 mph, spun out of control and flipped into a nearby tree line.  The vehicle caught fire with the PFC trapped inside.  Emergency services responded and put the fire out but the Marine, the sole vehicle occupant, died at the scene.
He had purchased the 1986 Chevy Camaro from a Honolulu dealership at approximately 1600 on the day of the fatal crash.  He had not yet registered the vehicle on base.

A fellow Marine stated that he was preceding the mishap victim by about 100 yards when the crash occurred.  He returned to the crash site but was unable to assist, as the vehicle was engulfed in flames.    

Alcohol was not a factor in this fatality.  The primary causal factor points to speed and loss of control.
Traveling near double the allowable speed limit on an interstate highway is not only unnecessary, it is deadly.  Speed is prevalent in over 40 percent of all USN/USMC fatal PMV crashes.  An underlying causal factor is inexperience; the Marine had owned the car for only a few hours prior to his fatal crash.  Unfortunately, the PFC failed to identify the risks involved in speeding and driving a vehicle that he was unfamiliar with. 
As of 9 May 08, there have been 29 USMC PMV fatalities in FY08, compared to 29 for the same time frame in FY07.
USMC PMV Fatalities
                    Navy             Marine            Navy/Marine

                    No.    Rate      No.    Rate       No.    Rate

FY06 thru 9 May    54    22.88      38    32.29       92    26.01

FY07 thru 9 May    27    11.85      29    24.66       56    16.21

FY08 thru 9 May    35    15.82      29    24.52       64    18.85       
Consider these actions to help prevent PMV Mishaps: 

· Supervisors educate younger service members that the dangers of speed far outweigh any time saved.  
· Inform personnel that speeding reduces your reaction time in the event of an emergency.

· Stress to Sailors and Marines that the posted speed control signs are maximum allowable speed for ideal road conditions.  Nighttime driving speeds should be reduced due to reduced visual cues.

· Remind Sailors and Marines that the hours of 2300 – 0500 are high risk times for traffic mishaps.
· Explain to our Sailors and Marines that they must drive defensively at all times.    
· Reiterate that risk management is a full-time commitment.   
· For more information regarding general traffic safety, visit our Traffic Safety Toolbox at:  http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm or go to the National Traffic Highway Safety Administration site for more on traffic safety http://www.nhtsa.gov/portal/site/nhtsa/menuitem.67.
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback@navy.mil
