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Preliminary Loss Report 007/08
     Car Crash in
South Carolina  

Leaves One Sailor 
Dead and Three
Injured

GREENWOOD, SC – On 31 May 2008, around 0230, a 22-year-old E-3 was fatally injured while riding in the back-left seat of a 2006 Mazda when the driver suddenly lost control of the vehicle while traveling south on Blue Jay Lane, roughly 2 miles west of Hodges. The vehicle went off the left side of the road, crossed over to the right side, and then struck a tree.  The E-3 died on the scene from head trauma. 

Three additional personnel from same command were also in the automobile.  The driver, a 21-yr-old native of Abbeville, SC, and the other back-seat passenger were medically evacuated to the nearest trauma center with life threatening injuries.  The 19-yr-old female Sailor sitting in the front passenger seat was the only occupant buckled.  She was taken to a local hospital and treated for minor injuries and has since returned to the ship.  
The four Sailors were apparently heading to SC to attend the graduation ceremony of the driver’s brother.  The Sailors did not notify their command before leaving the area, and made a decision to depart for the eight-hour trip after a full day’s work.  Speed, alcohol, fatigue and lack of seat belts are all believed to have been factors of the fatal crash.  The crash is still under investigation.

The South Carolina Highway Patrol has reportedly charged the driver with felony DUI resulting in death, and felony DUI resulting in great bodily injury.
FY08 statistics as of 6 Jun 08:

There have been:  23 USN 4-Wheel fatalities; 17 USMC 4-Wheel fatalities; 40 Total 4-Wheel fatalities
Of the 40 total automobile (non-motorcycle related) fatalities this fiscal year, 10 of them, or 25% were not wearing their seatbelt.  Of the 10, nine of them, or 90% were USN fatalities.
Additionally, 11 of the 40 are still unknown, either not yet reported or information is unattainable.
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     Nationally, over 40,000 people die each year in car
     accidents, the leading cause of death for people under 

     age 35.  Safety belts can prevent death in about half 

     these accidents.                          




Failure to wear seat belts contributes to more fatalities than any other single traffic safety-related behavior.  Wearing a seat belt is still the most effective thing we can do to save lives and reduce injuries.  Air bags are not designed to work in lieu of seat belts, but rather in conjunction with them.
It doesn’t matter how many vehicles are involved in a crash, there is never just a single collision.  When a car crashes into another car, a tree, or a guardrail, or is struck by another car, the “initial impact” is just the first in a series of collisions.  The second, or the “human collision”, occurs when the body impacts the interior of the car, such as the steering wheel, dashboard, door, windshield, or another passenger.  The third “internal” collision takes place just a split second later when the vital organs impact the chest cavity wall, or the brain against the skull, causing what may be the most fatal impact of all.  
Statistically, the best place to be during an accident is in your car.  If ejected from the car, you're 25 times more likely to die. And if you need to get out of the car in a hurry - as in the extremely tiny percent of accidents involving fire or submergence - you can get out a lot faster if you haven't been knocked unconscious inside your car.

The cost of unbuckled drivers and passengers goes far beyond those killed and the very painful loss to their families. We all pay for those who don't buckle up through higher taxes, health care and insurance costs.   It only takes three seconds to put on a seatbelt and avoid what is almost certain death.

Leaders - consider these actions to help prevent automobile crashes: 

· Conduct surprise seat belt spot checks of your personnel in command parking lots.
· Communicate the legal consequences and penalties for impaired driving, lack of seatbelt use, and speeding to younger, inexperienced drivers.  Never drink and drive! 
· Highlight that driver’s can be cited, penalized and fined for unbelted occupants in their vehicle.

· Tell driver’s they are responsible for informing all passengers in private motor vehicles of safety belt requirements, and that in government motor vehicles the senior military occupant is responsible to ensure compliance by all passengers. 

· Reemphasize to all, the most prevalent causal factors related to fatal traffic mishaps, i.e. the “fatal four”: alcohol, speed, lack of seatbelt use and fatigue.  
· Stress to Sailors and Marines that posted speed control signs are the maximum allowable speed set for that road during ideal road conditions.  Night-time driving is a hazard to factor into driving and vehicle speed.
· Reiterate that risk management is a full-time commitment that should inculcate every major daily evolution, both on and off-duty, and especially while driving.  Promote “TRiPS” use.
· Continue to take aggressive actions to heighten safety awareness prior to holiday leave periods.

· Contact your local base safety office to schedule traffic safety training, or obtain quotas for the 8 hour AAA- Driver Improvement Program training for high risk personnel.

· For more information regarding traffic safety, visit the Naval Safety Center’s Traffic Safety Toolbox at:  http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/toolbox/default.htm
· Ensure all command members are familiar with the latest revision to the Navy Traffic Safety Program OPNAVINST 5100.12H by downloading it from the Naval Safety Center website.  Place it on command read boards. 
· Visit http://www.nhtsa.gov/planners/July2008/index.cfm for July 4th traffic safety campaign news.
* Preliminary Loss Reports (PLR) are provided to leaders for awareness, trends, and recommendations. 
Our Navy/Marine Corps depends on you to disseminate PLRs to the lowest levels of your command in order to help high-risk Sailors/Marines to understand the impact of decisions made on and off duty.

Feedback: The Naval Safety Center is interested in your comments; please email them to nrfk_safe_PLRfeedback@navy.mil






