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SUBJECT:  MAINTENANCE ADVISORY MESSAGE (MAM), NUMBER MAM-SSCOM-98-

02, EXTENSION OF THE AGE AND SERVICE LIFE OF THE RAM AIR FREE FALL

PERSONNEL PARACHUTE, MC-4, NSN 1670-01-306-2100, PART NUMBER

11-1-3516, LIN P68275.

A.  REFERENCE:  MAINTENANCE ADVISORY MESSAGE, NUMBER MAM-ATCOM-97-

05, DATED 012000Z JUL 97, SUBJECT AS ABOVE.

B.  REFERENCE:  TECHNICAL BULLETIN TB 43-0002-43, MAINTENANCE

EXPENDITURE LIMITS FOR FSC CLASS 1670, DATED 15 MAY 95.

1.  DISTRIBUTION:  NOTE THIS IS A MAM AND HAS NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED

TO YOUR SUBORDINATE UNITS.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY

RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES OR

ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED.  THE RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE

THIS MESSAGE.

2. PROBLEM DISCUSSION:

     A.  THIS MESSAGE IS FOR UNITS THAT EMPLOY THE USE OF THE RAM

AIR FREE FALL PERSONNEL PARACHUTE, MC-4, NSN 1670-01-306-2100.

     B.  SUMMARY OF PROBLEM -

          (1)  THIS INFORMATION IS BASED ON THE SERVICE LIFE

EXTENSION ANALYSIS THAT WAS CONDUCTED BY THE US ARMY NATICK RESEARCH,

DEVELOPMENT AND ENGINEERING CENTER.

          (2)  THE MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTE WAS INITIALLY FIELDED IN

1991.  AT THAT TIME, THE MAXIMUM AGE LIFE WAS EIGHT (8) YEARS AND THE

MAXIMUM SERVICE LIFE WAS FIVE (5) YEARS.  AN ANALYSIS WAS REQUESTED

BY THE U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND DUE TO IMPENDING SERVICE

LIFE EXPIRATION ON MANY OF THE MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTES CURRENTLY

FIELDED.

3.  ANALYSIS FINDINGS:

     A.  A CONFERENCE WAS CONVENED AT FT BRAGG, NC IN FEB 97.  IT

WAS AGREED UPON AT THIS CONFERENCE THAT TWO SERVICE LIFE STANDARDS

WOULD BE DEVELOPED:  ONE FOR ALL USERS OF THE MC-4 PERSONNEL

PARACHUTE WORLDWIDE (GENERAL POPULATION).  THE OTHER STANDARD IS

ONLY, REPEAT ONLY FOR THE JFK SPECIAL WARFARE CENTER AND SCHOOL,

(JFKSWC&S) MILITARY FREE FALL SCHOOL.

     B.  EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, FOR THE GENERAL POPULATION OF THE

MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTES, THE MAXIMUM AGE LIFE IS EXTENDED TO

FIFTEEN (15) YEARS AND THE MAXIMUM SERVICE LIFE IS EXTENDED TO TWELVE

(12) YEARS.  THIS EXTENSION IS CONTINGENT UPON A BIENNIAL ANALYSIS OF

THE REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEMS TO RECONFIRM THE VALIDITY OF THIS CHANGE

TO THE AGE AND SERVICE LIFE.

     C.  THE FOLLOWING MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTE COMPONENTS ARE

AFFECTED BY THIS AGE AND SERVICE LIFE EXTENSION:

    NOUN                      NSN             PART NUMBER

CANOPY, MAIN            1670-01-332-3916       11-1-3518

CANOPY, RESERVE         1670-01-330-3279       11-1-3518-1

PILOT CHUTE, MAIN       1670-01-330-3747       11-1-3522

PILOT CHUTE, RESERVE    1670-01-331-5423       11-1-3545

HARNESS/CONTAINER       1670-01-330-3280       11-1-3517

     D. THE COMBINED SHELF AND SERVICE LIFE IN YEARS WILL BE AS

FOLLOWS:

SHELF     0-3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10     11

SERVICE    12    11    10     9     8     7     6      5      4

SHELF      12    13    14    15

SERVICE     3     2     1     0

     E.  EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, FOR THE MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTES

ONLY, REPEAT ONLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE JFKSWC&S MILITARY FREE FALL

SCHOOL, THE MAXIMUM AGE LIFE WILL REMAIN AT THE CURRENT LEVEL OF NINE

(9) YEARS AND THE MAXIMUM SERVICE LIFE WILL REMAIN AT THE CURRENT

LEVEL OF SIX (6) YEARS.  THIS INCLUDES THE MAIN AND RESERVE CANOPY,

HARNESS/CONTAINER AND ASSOCIATED COMPONENTS.

     F.  THE COMBINED SHELF AND SERVICE LIFE IN YEARS FOR ONLY THE

JFKSWC&S MILITARY FREE FALL SCHOOL WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:

SHELF     0-3     4     5     6     7     8     9

SERVICE     6     5     4     3     2     1     0

     G.  USERS SHALL USE THIS MESSAGE AS AUTHORITY UNTIL A REVISION

TO THE TECHNICAL BULLENTIN IN REFERENCE B IS PUBLISHED.

4.  USER ACTIONS:

     A.  RECOMMEND CAREFUL ATTENTION BE PAID TO THE MAIN CANOPY

CONTROL LINES DURING THE TECHNICAL RIGGER INSPECTIONS AND REPACK.

REPLACE THE LINES AT THE FIRST SIGN OF BECOMING WORN OR ABRAIDED.

ROUTINE REPLACEMENT OF THE CONTROL LINES CAN EXTEND THE SERVICABILITY

OF THE PARACHUTE CANOPY, AND MINIMIZE THE RISK OF MALFUNCTIONS

ASSOCIATED WITH A BROKEN CONTROL LINE.

     B.  THE ABOVE AGE AND SERVICE LIFE EXTENSIONS ARE NOT A

SUBSTITUTE FOR NORMAL INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR PROCEDURES

CURRENTLY IN PLACE FOR THE MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTE.  FURTHER, THIS

IS NOT A GUARANTEE THAT ALL MC-4 PERSONNEL PARACHUTE SYSTEMS WILL

ULTIMATELY MEET THEIR FULL AGE/SERVICE LIFE.  THE SERVICEABLILTY OF

ANY PERSONNEL PARACHUTE IS, FIRST AND FOREMOST, SUBJECT TO

TECHNICAL RIGGER INSPECTION AND DETERMINATION OF FITNESS FOR FLIGHT.

5.  POINTS OF CONTACT:

     A.  TECHNICAL POINT OF CONTACT FOR THIS MESSAGE IS MR. STEVEN

MANOS, AMSSC-I-SPA, DSN 256-5564 OR COMMERCIAL 508-233-5564.  E-MAIL

ADDRESS IS SMANOS@NATICK-AMED02.ARMY.MIL.

     B.  LOGISTICAL POINT OF CONTACT FOR THIS MESSAGE IS CW3 MELVILLE

KENDALL, AMSSC-I-SPA, DSN 256-6012 OR COMMERCIAL 508-233-6012.

E-MAIL ADDRESS IS MKENDALL@NATICK-AMED02.ARMY.MIL.

     C.  AFTER HOURS CONTACT SSCOM COMMAND OPERATIONS CENTER

(COC) DSN 256-4005 OR 508-233-4005.

