Compressed Gas Cylinders – Urgent Recall

Recently the United States Army Combat Readiness Center was notified of the following situation.

All users of compressed gas bottles used in Aviation Support Ground Equipment (ASGE) should inspect the cylinders and verify the National Stock Numbers, part numbers, manufacturer and remove the suspect bottles from service immediately.  See instructions below to replace the defective bottles.

Subject: URGENT RECALL OF DOT-E 12695-4500 / Graphite-wrapped, high pressure gaseous nitrogen cylinders (4500 pounds/square inch gauge (psig)/88 standard cubic feet (scf) manufactured by Global Composites International, Inc., Ontario, CA.

 

Reference: Dept of Transportation SAFETY ADVISORY NOTICE, DOCKET PHMSA-2005-20104 (Notice 05-06), FEDERAL REGISTER/ Vol. 70, No 155 / Friday, August 12, 2005, pages 47273 & 47274.  See Link:  http://hazmat.dot.gov/regs/notices/sa/70fr-47273.pdf
Department of Transportation Action: Be advised that Ref DOT Notice mandates that ALL cylinders produced by Global Composites International, Inc., shall not be used, charged or recertified as of 12 August 2005. “DOT requires the manufacturer to hydrostatically test each cylinder before sale. Hydrostatic testing is used to determine whether the walls of the cylinder have become weakened or brittle and, therefore, could be subject to rupture.  Ruptured cylinders pose a serious safety threat because they have a tendency to explode and launch at high speeds, which can cause serious bodily injury.” U.S. Dept. of Justice Press Release, August 24, 2005.

Cv International Cylinder use: Cv International, Inc ( CvI )produces a number of AGSE items using high pressure gaseous nitrogen cylinders rated at 4500 psig and having a capacity of 88 scf at rated pressure. These systems are identified as:

· Mobile Air/Nitrogen Charging Station (MANCS)
NSN 3655-01-463-8067
· Nitrogen Backpack Kit (NBK-1)Cylinder - NSN 8120-01-469-9284 Harness/Controls - NSN 3655-01-469-9288
· Nitrogen Backpack Deployment/Sustainment Kit) NDSK-4

NSN 1730-01-506-4319
· Nitrogen Backpack Servicing System (NBSS)

· Descriptors and photos of these systems can be found at: www.cvintl.com
Global Composites cylinders carry an identification label      which is uniquely marked:

                  DOT-E12695-4500
                  TC-SU6146-310
                  Serial Number

                    DEM 102 ( Global Model Number )

Requested Customer Action:
 
IMMEDIATELY INSPECT CYLINDER INVENTORIES INVOLVED WITH ABOVE CvI END ITEMS AND REMOVE ALL CYLINDERS MARKED AS ILLUSTRATED. DISCHARGE CONTENTS SAFELY TO AMBIENT AND RETURN CYLINDER ASSEMBLY TO:

                   Cv International, Inc

                   2730 Monterey St.# 108

                   Torrance, Ca 90503

                   Mark: RETURNED FOR REPLACEMENT

Please identify Returning Agency so that they may replace an approved cylinder at no charge. Replacement of recalled cylinders will be initiated beginning 15 September 2005. Please advise action and return address prior to shipment to russo@cvintl.com.

