VP-31, LEMOORE, PRACTICE GCA/LANDING STALLED RESULTING IN STRIKE DAMAGE, 6 MAR 69

THE AIRCRAFT WAS ON A PRACTICE GCA APPROACH WHICH WAS NORMAL IN ALL RESPECTS UNTIL REACHING PAR MINIMUMS.  THE AIRCRAFT NOSED DOWN AT THE APPROACH END OF THE RUNWAY THEN FLARED NOSE HIGH WITH AN EXCESSIVE SINK RATE.  THE AIRCRAFT TOUCHED DOWN ON THE PORT MAIN LANDING GEAR THEN THE STARBOARD MAIN LANDING GEAR FOLLOWED BY THE FUSELAGE SECTION JUST FORWARD OF THE MAD BOOM STRIKING THE RUNWAY.  THE PORT WING BROKE INBOARD OF THE #2 ENGINE ON OR SHORTLY AFTER TOUCHDOWN AND SEPARATED FROM THE FUSELAGE.   THE FUSELAGE SLID DOWN THE RUNWAY AND CAME TO REST OFF THE LEFT SIDE OF THE RUNWAY APPROXIMATELY 1100 FEET FROM THE APPROACH END.  THE PORT WING CONTINUED APPROXIMATELY 300 FEET BEYOND THE FUSELAGE.  BOTH PARTS WERE ENGULFED IN FLAME.  ENGINEERING ANALYSIS DETERMINED THAT THE POWER LEVERS WERE AT THE FLIGHT IDLE POSITION AT IMPACT.  INVESTIGATION CONCLUDED THAT AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO DECREASE THE SINK RATE BY ESTABLISHING A NOSE HIGH ATTITUDE PRIOR TO IMPACT AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS IN A STALLED OR NEAR STALLED CONDITION WITH MINIMUM HORSEPOWER SET.  PRIMARY CASUAL FACTOR:  POOR PILOT LANDING TECHNIQUE.  CONTRIBUTING FACTOR:  THE INSTRUCTOR FAILED TO TAKE OVER CONTROL IN TIME TO PREVENT THE ACCIDENT.

6 FATALITIES

