Instructions for Navy Birdstrike Identifications:

Beginning 15 October 2008 the US Navy will begin a one-year contract with the Smithsonian Institution to identify birdstrike remains from all Navy and Marine Corps installations.  Because this will be the initial start-up year for this project, we encourage as much participation as possible from Navy.  If the demand for Navy birdstrike identifications is great enough, the project may be extended.  
The following guidelines will assist scientists in getting the identification of the birdstrike remains back to the installation in an efficient manner.  Please also see the instructional handouts on collecting bird remains, shipping, and requirements for foreign shipments.  

· ALL NAVY AND MARINE CORPS BIRDSTRIKES MUST BE ENTERED INTO WESS AND ALL SHIPMENTS OF BIRDSTRIKE REMAINS SENT TO THE SMITHSONIAN MUST HAVE A COPY OF THE WESS REPORT ATTACHED INCLUDING THE UNIQUE WESS NUMBER.  We have interagency agreements with US Air Force and civil aviation and conduct approximately 3,500 identifications each year.  We must have a unique Navy identification number on each bag of remains in order to keep track of the Navy cases.  Please do not send remains for identification without the WESS identification number.  It will delay the identification process, and possibly lead to loss of the sample.  

· See handouts and instructions for making you own birdstrike identification kits. 

· If you are sending remains from a foreign base include:  Certificate of treatment, Certificate of Origin, and USDA APHIS permit.  

· Until the Smithsonian is connected to WESS, all Navy and Marine Corps birdstrike identification results will be sent to the Navy Safety Center and the information will be entered into WESS by Navy Safety Center personnel on a weekly basis.   
