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JCSINST 3502.2
ESSEXNOTE 5050


USS ESSEX(LHD 2) NOTICE 5050

Subj:  ORGANIZATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR EQUATOR CROSSING 

       CEREMONY

Ref:   (a) COMPACFLTINST 5440.3H

       (b) COMSEVENTHFLT MSG DTG 130815Z APR 02 

       (c) COMSEVENTHFLT OPORD 201, Annex E, Paragraph 3

       (d) OPNAVINST 3120.32C, Art. 510.36

       (e) NAVOP 002/97

Encl:  (1) Sequence of Events

       (2) Pollywog Breakfast Menu 

       (3) Crossing the Line Consent Form 

       (4) Dialogue for the Arrival of King Neptunus Rex

       (5) Props to be used

       (6) Ceremonial Activities, Prop Spotting and Route

       (7) The Royal Party

       (8) Additional Assignments for the Ceremonial Activities

       (9) Aft Flight Deck Diagram 

1.  Purpose.  To provide guidance for the preparation and conduct of a safe and enjoyable Crossing the Line (Equator) Ceremony on 22 November 2006.  The Crossing the Line Ceremony will be offered to all ESSEX and embarked personnel on a voluntary basis.

2.  Policy
    a.  All Shellback activities will have specific prior approval from the Commanding Officer.  No activities will take place without the direct supervision of an Officer/CPO Shellback acting as “Safety Dolphin” (identified by the words “Safety Dolphin” stenciled on the T-shirt and the wearing of a command ball cap, who will personally ensure that all activities remain safe and enjoyable for all participants).  Department Heads/ Squadron COs, Marine Unit CO’s and Department LCPOs/Squadron/ Marine Unit CMCs/Sergeant Major are directly responsible for the actions of their subordinates.  All activities will conform to the guidelines of references (a) through (e).  Any personnel conducting unscheduled, unauthorized, or inappropriate activities will be subject to disciplinary action.

    b.  The Crossing the Line Ceremony is a time-honored naval tradition which has been carried out for centuries onboard ships daring to cross the equator.  The spirit and fun of the ceremony has not changed, but the rules of conduct have been brought back in line with what is right; the respect for individual dignity and professional conduct.  In the past, some ceremonies had gotten out of hand, were detrimental to good order and discipline, and bordered on unsafe.  This will not be the case onboard ESSEX.  I want all involved to have a fun-filled day and enjoy the activities, but the ceremony will be conducted strictly within the guidelines of this notice.  Be safe, be professional and have fun.

    c.  The Command Master Chief, Departmental LCPOs/Marine Unit SGT MAJ Shellbacks will act as overall safety observers. 

    d.  All CPO/GYSGT Shellbacks will act as Master-at-Arms “Safety Dolphins” to ensure proper conduct and adherence to safety rules.  “Safety Dolphins” are always safety observers during the ceremony and will not allow unauthorized/unsafe practices.  If a violation occurs, a “Safety Dolphin” will suspend the ceremony by calling a Safety Time Out.

    e.  All departments/squadrons/Marine Units are required to post an E-6 safety watch-stander in all respective Pollywog berthing compartments from taps to reveille the night prior to the ceremony.  No activities will occur outside of the Hangar Bay or Flight Deck. 

3.  Rules.  Although it is widely accepted that Pollywogs (better known as an immature amphibian) are slimy and unworthy creatures, they will be treated within the following rules for the safety and respect of all concerned:

    a.  Conduct and language acceptable around family and friends in public will be the only acceptable behavior for the ceremony.  No harassment/hazing of any sort outside the guidelines of this notice, will be tolerated prior to or during the ceremony.

    b.  Every group of Pollywogs will be accompanied by their respective Department LCPO/ Unit CMC/SGT MAJ (Shellbacks).  These Trusty Shellbacks will ensure their Pollywog groups are safely guided through the ceremony.  Another department will supplement departments that may not have an adequate number of Shellbacks.

    c.  Leashes/restraints:  The physical restraining of any person by any means is prohibited, i.e., no tying up, taping up, plastic wrapping, zip tying and cuffing, etc.  “WOGDOGS” are strictly prohibited.
    d.  The possession/use of a shillelagh is strictly prohibited.

    e.  Haircuts or shaving of any hair is prohibited by anyone other than the Royal Barber.  At no time will hair be cut or shaved.
    f.  Except as provided in this notice, no substance of any kind shall be used to “color” the event.  Pollywogs will not be forced to eat any foods/liquids.  Pollywogs will be offered a “Pollywog Sunrise Breakfast” in the Hangar Bay (see enclosure (1)).

    g.  The application of any foreign substance to Pollywogs other than identified within this notice is strictly prohibited.

    h.  Uniforms for Pollywogs will be utilities or khaki (as applicable), worn as follows:

        (1) Bathing suits or appropriate gym attire will be worn underneath outer garments.

        (2) Khaki/utility pants will be worn inside out and backwards (zipper in the back) with no belts.

        (3) Khaki/utility shirts and khaki shirts (without collar devices, name tags or warfare insignias) will be worn inside out with a white round neck T-shirt inside out and backwards over the top.  The word “WOG” will be written on the front and the back of the white T-shirt in six-inch black letters. 

        (4) Boots/boondockers, gym/tennis shoes or any closed toe shoe with black socks worn on the outside of the pants.

        (5) Gloves and kneepads are authorized.

        (6) The Navy will not pay to replace any tennis shoes, boots/boondockers, gloves or other uniform articles.

        (7) For safety, no eyeglasses, contact lenses, watches, rings, bracelets, necklaces or other jewelry of any kind is permitted.

    i.  Pollywogs will assemble in the Hangar Bay, by designated groups, when called away on the 1MC.  Ceremony activities shall NOT be conducted in the berthing compartments.  (Note:  Any Pollywog sighted outside the berthing compartment not in the escort of a Shellback will be immediately removed from the ceremony.)

    j.  Pollywogs will be made to “Pollywog-shuffle” (hands and knees) only as able medically and as observed by a Safety Dolphin.  “Pollywog-shuffle” will not be required while transiting a ladder.  Individuals not being able to perform the “Pollywog-shuffle” will have a medical chit enclosed in a plastic bag and attached to their shirt. 

    k.  Newly converted Pollywogs to Shellbacks shall not return to the ceremonial deck until the ceremony has concluded.

    l.  Pollywog watchstanders may be relieved by their respective department/squadron in order to participate in the ceremony.

    m.  Officers and CPOs shall continuously patrol their spaces and the ceremony areas to maintain good order, safety of the participants and adherence to these guidelines.  Any Pollywog or Shellback who fails to conform with this directive will be immediately removed from the ceremony.

    n.  Department LCPO/Marine Unit SGT MAJ Shellback safety observers will be in khaki pants/BDU and stationed throughout the ceremony.

    o.  Participation is strictly voluntary.  Any participant may drop out of the ceremony at any time during its course.  

    p.  All participants will sign a consent form, enclosure (2), acknowledging the fact that they have been briefed on the voluntary nature of participation in the ceremony.

    q.  There will be NO “Wog Day” events conducted outside the contents of this notice.

4.  Responsibilities.  Department LCPOs/Marine Unit SGT MAJ unless otherwise specified, will be the principle points of contact for their respective departments/squadrons with the following actions assigned:

    a.  Non-participants will not be allowed to view any part of the ceremony.  Non-participants will not receive a “Crossing the Line” certificate or Shellback card from USS ESSEX.  

    b.  Submit a list to CMC at CMC Office of Shellbacks and Dolphins, who will escort their group of Pollywogs throughout the entire ceremony.
    c.  Submit participant muster sheets for use by the Royal Scribe.

    d.  When called away, ensure all hands participate in the clean up after the ceremony.

    e.  Supply Department (SKCM David)
        (1) Provide Pollywogs with a suitable breakfast per enclosure (1).

        (2) Provide six plastic-lined tri-walls with pallet on aft flight-deck not later than 0600, for disposal of Pollywog clothing.

        (3) Provide appropriate containers in the Hangar Bay not later than 0500, for disposal of Pollywog breakfast plates.

        (4) Provide materials for the construction of the Swim Call matting and one Chute of Darkness.  Coordinate with AIMD/AIR department for timely turnover of required materials.

    f.  Air Department (ABCM Thomson)
        (1) Provide deck spotting in order to facilitate ceremonial deck arrangement before 1500 the day prior to the ceremony.

        (2) Set up Swim Call matting and Chute of Darkness.

        (3) Provide Flight Deck hose teams at Aircraft Elevator two for deck cooling and continual filling of the Royal Bath.

        (4) Provide manning in coordination with Engineering Department for Aircraft Elevator two operation.

    g.  AIMD Department (AVCM Yeager)

        (1) Provide and set-up one aircraft engine can halves, on flight deck, for use as the Royal Bath.

        (2) Manufacture Swim Call matting and Chute of Darkness in coordination with Supply Department.     

    h.  Deck Department (BMC Palabrica)
        (1) Have ready for use approximately 50 two-foot pieces of sash cord for use at the Bos’n Locker.

    i.  Engineering Department (MMCS Ferrer)
        (1) Provide manning in coordination with Air Department for Starboard Aircraft Elevator.

        (2) Ensure appropriate number of fire hoses with vari-nozzles are available on the Flight Deck.  Coordinate with Air Department.

    j.  Medical Department (HMC Esquilan)
        (1) Provide and monitor dunk tank disinfectant.

        (2) Provide on call medical response team throughout the ceremony.

    k.  Combat Systems Department (MACM Ford)  

        (1) Ensure appropriate security teams are available for patrols the night prior and during the ceremony.

    l.  Admin Department (NCCS Feaster)
        (1) Provide Royal Scribe.

        (2) Provide Shellback photographers and videographer.

5.  Individual Responsibilities.  All personnel will ensure their individual conduct is in keeping with Navy core values. All Pollywogs will be treated with dignity and respect throughout the Crossing the Line ceremony.  Shipmates will not condone or encourage inappropriate behavior of any individual.
6.  Safety and Professionalism.  Crossing the Line ceremonies are time-honored traditions and, in and of themselves, should be positive and memorable experience for all involved.  It is appropriate for all to reflect upon the importance of conducting a safe and dignified ceremony.  Harassment of any sort, regardless of its basis, is unprofessional.  All phases of our ESSEX ceremony will be supervised by responsible and properly briefed Officers and Chief Petty Officers.  The physical striking of anyone, by any means, is prohibited.  Established safety, medical and sanitation standards shall be strictly adhered to.  Participants will be appropriately clothed at all times.  Medical conditions, moral, religious and personal beliefs shall be respected.  With proper supervision and adherence to this notice, I look forward to a fun filled, memorable Crossing the Line ceremony.  Both the letter and spirit of this guidance will be followed to ensure that it will be conducted without injury and without affronting the dignity of participants or observers.  Personal involvement of all Officers and CPOs aboard will assure our success.

                                B. T. DONEGAN

Distribution:

All “Trusty” Shellback Officers

All “Trusty” Shellback Chief Petty Officers

Sequence of Events

Shellback Day

	0430
	Commence set up of the ceremonial elevator, enclosure (9).



	0500
	Reveille, The Wog Rooster will sound “Cock-a-doodle-do.”  Davy Jones shall pass the word, “Arise Shellbacks!  Rise and eradicate the slimy infestation which abounds in ESSEX.  The Royal Court will convene at 0630.  Awake, ye Pollywogs, the Royal Wrath is upon you.”



	0535
	King Neptunus Rex arrives on the Bridge.  Commence appropriate greeting ceremonies per enclosure (3).



	0600-0630
	Pollywog breakfast per enclosure (1).  Pollywogs will eat breakfast when called away on the 1MC, supervised by the Shellback escorts.  Pollywogs will enter Hangar Bay via the AIMD Tunnel.  Pollywogs will not be forced to eat with their hands or without proper eating utensils.



	0630
	Commence ceremony.  The Royal Court, preceded by Shellbacks not currently involved, shall proceed to their chairs on the Flight Deck.  The arrival of King Neptune and Davy Jones will signal the start of the ceremony.  Each Department will be led by the pre-designated Shellback escorts throughout the ceremony.



	0900 (TBD)
	Clean up.  All participants (including those “Salty Dog” old Shellbacks) will participate in the clean up of the ceremonial areas.  No materials of any kind will be discarded over the side.


POLLYWOG BREAKFAST MENU
	Fried Seahorse Roe
	(Scrambled eggs with orange food coloring)

	
	

	Grouper Tail Sautéed in Kelp Sauce
	(Sausage, pounded flat and dried to well done)

	
	

	Assorted Cod Pieces
	(Very dry toast)

	
	

	Crab Claw Shells
	(Fried sliced potato’s with red pepper, very well done)

	
	

	Bull Kelp Tubers Boiled in Brine
	(Bacon strips, not crisp,  with green food coloring)

	
	

	Cod Liver Oil
	(Lukewarm apple juice, salted to taste)

	
	

	NOTE:  No food substitutions will be made.


CROSSING THE LINE CONSENT FORM
I understand that my participation in the Crossing the Line ceremony is strictly voluntary.  I understand that I may be challenged physically and mentally.  I have been informed that I may discontinue participation in the ceremony at any time during its course if I feel my dignity has been challenged.  I will indicate my desire to cease my participation by calling a “time out” to one of the Shellback Safety Dolphins.  I will then be escorted to the classroom to wait until the end of the ceremony.

DEPARTMENT:_________________


DATE:________________

         SIGNATURE




    PRINTED NAME

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

_____________________________


_____________________

Please return to CMDCM


DIALOGUE FOR ARRIVAL OF DAVY JONES 

AND KING NEPTUNUS REX

	EVENING PRIOR
	BMOOW:
	RINGS FOUR BELLS “DAVY JONES, ARRIVING”

	
	DAVY JONES:
	“WHAT SHIP BE THIS?”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“USS ESSEX (LHD 2)”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“AND UPON WHAT COURSE DO YE BE TRAVELING?”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“000 DEGREES, DUE NORTH.”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“VERY WELL, SIR, I’VE BEEN AWAITING YER ARRIVAL.”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“AS WE HAVE AWAITED YOURS, DAVY JONES.”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“I CONGRATULATE YE ON YER FINE SHIP SIR, BUT, I’VE BEEN ORDERED TO ADVISE YOU OF MY LORD’S COMMAND TO CLEANSE YER SHIP OF THIS INFESTATION OF SLIMY POLLYWOGS.”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“I UNDERSTAND, DAVY.”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“MY LORD DEMANDS THAT YOU RECEIVE HIM 

UPON THE MORROW SO THAT HE MAY INSPECT YOUR FINE VESSEL AND CREW PRIOR TO YER PASSIN’ THRU HIS REALM.”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“I AWAIT HIS ARRIVAL, I HAVE NOT SEEN YOUR LORD IN MANY A YEAR.  BUT I MUST HUMBLY REQUEST LENIENCY FOR MY FINE CREW, THEY ARE YOUNG, BUT GOOD MEN AND WOMEN, ALL.”




	
	DAVY JONES:
	“RESPECTFULLY SIR I CANNOT OBLIGE YA, MY LORD PLAYS NO FAVORITES, ALL LANDLUBBERS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF TIME WHO HAVE COME THIS WAY HAVE ENDURED THE CLEANSING REQUIRED OF MY LORD PRIOR TO THEIR ENTRY. I BRING SUMMONSES FER ALL YER POLLYWOGS, WE MUST CLEANSE THEM OF THEIR SLIME, FARM DUST AND BIG CITY STENCH.  MY LORD DEMANDS THIS ON THE MORROW!”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“WE WILL AWAIT THE ARRIVAL OF KING NEPTUNE AND HIS ROYAL PARTY.”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“I BID YOU GOOD NIGHT THEN GOOD CAPTAIN, I WILL SEE YOU ON THE MORROW.”



	0500
	REVIELLE
	

	
	ROYAL ROOSTER:
	“COCK-A-DOODLE DOO”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“ARISE ALL SHELLBACKS!! ARISE AND ERADICATE THE SLIMY INFESTATION WHICH ABOUNDS ON THE GOOD SHIP ESSEX.  THE ROYAL COURT WILL CONVENE AT 0630. MY LORD KING NEPTUNE DEMANDS TRIBUTE.  AWAKE YE SLIMY POLLYWOGS AND BOW LOW, THE ROYAL WRATH BE UPON YOU!!



	0515
	
	KING NEPTUNE ARRIVES TO INSPECT THE GOOD SHIP ESSEX.



	
	BMOW:
	RINGS EIGHT BELLS “RAGING MAIN, ARRIVING.”



	
	DAVY JONES:
	“GOOD CAPTAIN, MY LORD NEPTUNIS REX, BLESS HIS SOUL, DEMANDS YOUR ATTENDANCE.”



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“GREETINGS YOUR HIGHNESS AND WELCOME TO THE GOOD SHIP ESSEX.” 

   


	
	KING NEPTUNE:
	“GOOD CAPTAIN, I BID YOU WELCOME TO MY REALM, YOUR TESTED AND TRUSTYE SHELLBACKS WILL FIND THE REALM OF REX A WARM EMBRACE FROM TIMES PAST AND THEY ARE WELCOME, HOWEVER, MY MINIONS DESCRIBE TO ME A SLIMY, FERSTERING POX OF AN INFESTATION OF POLLYWOGS ABOARD THE GOOD SHIP ESSEX, THIS I CANNOT TOLERATE, THIS SHIP MUST BE PROPERLY CLEANSED SO THAT SHE MAY PASS THROUGH THE HALLOWED SEAS OF MY REALM.” 



	
	CAPTAIN:
	“WE UNDERSTAND YOUR REQUIREMENTS LORD NEPTUNUS, ESSEX WILL BE DULY AND PROPERLY CLEANSED.”



	
	KING NEPTUNE:
	“WITH THOSE ASSURANCES IN HAND, I SHALL ALLOW YOU TO TARRY HERE LONG ENOUGH TO RID YOUR FINE SHIP OF THIS UNWORTHY PESTILENCE.  CARRY ON, GOOD CAPTAIN.” 

      

	
	CAPTAIN
	“THANK YOU LORD NEPTUNE, WE WILL DO YOUR BIDDING.”


PROPS USED ON THE DAY OF THE CEREMONY

Royal Bath (Engine cans a.k.a. The Tank of Truth and Wisdom)

Swim Call (Herculite carpet)

Chute of Darkness (Herculite tube)

CEREMONIAL ACTIVITIES

1.  When called away, Pollywogs shall proceed to Hangar Bay per item four, escorted by designated Safety Dolphins and Shellbacks.

2.  Upon completion of the Wog breakfast in the Pollywogs will

then be escorted along the route consisting of:

    a.  Warm-up and brief calisthenics led by Command Fitness Coordinator consisting of stretches, 10 push-ups, 10 sit-ups, and 10 flutter kicks. 
    b.  Transit to Aircraft Elevator where a Nautical question will be presented to individual departments to test their worthiness.  Those who answer the question right MAY be granted some leniency throughout the rest of the route.

    c.  Transit to Flight Deck (2) 1-1/2” fire hoses will be stationed on the Flight Deck on the Forward and Aft sides of the elevator ensuring the Pollywogs are as much a part of the sea as is possible as they are lifted to Flight Deck.

    d.  The first gate will be Damage Control.  Each Pollywog will be asked a Damage Control question.  Those that answer correctly will move along to the next gate.  Those that answer incorrectly will perform a dewatering exercise, and may then be asked another question.  Continued deficiencies at this gate may result in Life Saving Training, i.e. flutter kicks, learning how to float on the deck without the use of their arms and legs.

    e.  The second gate will be the Battle Line.  Each Pollywog will be asked a question about a naval battle.  Those who answer correctly will be moved on to the next gate.  Those who answer incorrectly will perform 10 push-ups to signify their respect for those who went down in a sea battle before them.

    f.  The third gate will be the Bos’n Locker.  Each Pollywog may be asked to tie a basic knot.  Those who tie the knot correctly will move to the next gate.  Those who tie the knot incorrectly will perform 10 jumping jacks.

    g.  The fourth gate will be the “Chute of Darkness,” representing the darkest regions of King Neptunus Rex’s domain.  Here each Pollywog will be sent through a plastic chute.  

    h.  The fifth gate will be the Swim Call.  Made of vinyl, there will be two pieces 20 feet long by five feet wide with water on the deck.  Each pollywog will simulate the backstroke transiting the distance on their back using only their feet.  This is to simulate the Pollywogs’ transit through the sea to the Kingdom of King Neptune.

    i.  The sixth gate will be the Royal Barber Shop.  Here the Royal Barber will then ensure that the Pollywogs’ hair is properly washed to remove sea lice prior to final cleansing in the Royal Bath and acceptance by King Neptune.  At no time will anything be placed in their hair or will any hair be cut.
    j.  The seventh and final gate will be the Royal Bath (i.e., Tank of Truth and Wisdom).  Each Pollywog will be escorted through the bath.  Upon exiting the bath, the Pollywog will be asked, “Who are you?”  After answering correctly, the Pollywog will transition to Shellback and will check-in with the Royal Scribe to ensure proper documentation.  If the Pollywog answers incorrectly, they may be sent back as far as the “Chute of Darkness.”

3.  Conclusion.  Upon completion of check-in with the Royal Scribe, each Shellback shall shed their old Pollywog layer of protective skin.  They will exit the Flight Deck for transit to their berthing, by prescribed routes.  

THE ROYAL PARTY

The Royal Party will consist of the following personnel:

	1.
	King Neptune:
	

	2.
	Queen Amphitrite:
	

	3.
	Davy Jones:
	

	4.
	Royal Scribe:
	

	5.
	Royal Barber:
	


ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE CEREMONIAL ACTIVITIES

	COMMAND/DEPARTMENT/SQUADRON
	POC

	
	

	Combat Systems Calisthenics in Hangar Bay 


	MACM Ford

	Operations Battle Line Flight Deck


	OSCS Monette

	Engineering Damage control Flight Deck.


	MMCS Ferrer

	Deck Bos’n Locker Flight Deck


	BMC Palabrica

	Weapons “Chute of Darkness” 


	AOCS Smith

	Medical Swim Call Flight Deck


	HMC Esquilan

	AIMD Royal Bath Flight Deck


	AVCM Yeager

	Supply Royal Barber Shop Flight Deck

	SKCM David

	Admin Royal Scribe


	NCCS Feaster
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