MK1 AUTO-INFLATABLE LIFE JACKET


MK1 auto-inflatable life jacket PMS has been a long standing, recurring problem. This may be due to the lack of experience in deck division aboard submarines, or to the relative uniqueness of these life jackets; PMS is not being performed correctly, or in some cases not at all.

When a boat receives a new life jacket, it comes complete with all the attachments. This includes a whistle, distress marker light, bladder, 24gram CO2 cylinder attached to the inflation assembly, oral inflation tube, reflective tape and the button hole sewn in. MIP 5832/014 is the correct MIP for these life jackets. Once the new life jacket is received, SU-1 and R-2 must be performed.  These MRC’s require inspection and testing the life preserver and accessories. This requires the maintainer to actually inflate the life preserver using the actuator and CO2 cylinder.

The life preserver is shipped with a burgundy colored string wrapped around the actuator lever as shown in figure 1.  This is used to prevent accidental inflation during shipment. This is how any inspector can tell if the PMS was accomplished.  If R-2 is completed then the string must be removed. After waiting 3 hours to ensure the bladders integrity, a dot of anti-sabotage compound is placed on the retaining nut and the shipping string is replaced with a piece of copper shear wire. If this PMS is completed correctly the actuator should look like figure 2.
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Figure 1
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Figure 2


Now some of you maybe wondering, where do I find all the required pieces parts to complete this PMS?  Well it’s pretty simple, get on a computer, go to PMS viewer, open up your ships PMS, and find WK01’s folder. Open this folder, and look for 5832/014, double click this and it will open the MIP.  Scroll down to R-2, the blue number to the left is a direct link to the MRC, click on this. Now go to tools, parts, materials, and test equipment section. Under material, the first thing listed is sealing compound this is the anti-sabotage compound. The second item is wire, electrical ASTM B33; this is the copper shear wire. Both have a blue number to the immediate left; this is a direct link to the SPMIG that will give you everything you need to order this material. Here are the stock numbers:


Sealing compound
NSN
9Q 8030 011633483





Part #
760-06124-5


Wire, electrical
NSN
9Z 6145 008389444




       Modifier
26 AWG, Copper


You should plan ahead and start ordering the other required material now, such as the chemical pills for the SECUMATIC chemical pill auto-inflator or non-rechargeable batteries for the S-TRON or CONAX auto-inflator, and 24gram CO2 cartridges. Don’t forget the ‘AA’ batteries for the DML. These are standard items that should be on hand at all times. Remember that there are more than just the 2 MRC’s I mentioned here. Read all the cards, there are only 9 and 2 don’t apply depending on the type of auto-inflator that is equipped on your life preservers. Remember: safety first!! As deck personnel, others are counting on you to safeguard their lives.

