Special Hoisting Considerations for 

Convertible Sportfishers
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When hoisting to convertible sportfihing boats (52’ Cabo pictured above), flight crews need to keep in mind the unique rigging and operation associated with these craft. 

This document is intended to address specific lessons learned from a recent case at Air Station New Orleans and to suggest possible additions to the vessel brief when conducting hoisting operations to a boat of this type.

Considerations:
1) Captains usually drive this type of boat from the first fly bridge above the salon.  Communications will be hindered while hovering in close proximity.  Most of these vessels have full controls within the enclosed salon.  If the captain is comfortable in doing so, it may be desirable to have the skipper move inside during the hoist.

2) Outriggers should always be down during hoisting.  When stowed, they are either vertical or swept back and impinge on the hoisting area. 

3) Fighting chairs and fishing rods are removable on these boats.  These should all be stowed prior to hoisting thereby eliminating them as hazards to the evolution.  The current hoist brief asks vessel captains to (step 3):  Lower/stow (d) rigging and to (Step 4): secure loose gear.  Fighting chairs and rods may not be understood to be “rigging” by captains.
4) Teaser Reel (or center rigger).  Some (not all) Sportfishers are rigged with teaser reel; a four to 12 foot pole, attached to the fly bridge deck or overhead.  Some can be stowed, some are fixed.  They are always mounted midline and stick out over the well deck.  In some cases, the ends of the rods are sharp.  Obviously they should be stowed if possible.  The trouble is most of these rods are fixed and part of the railing and cannot be removed.  Extreme care must be taken to avoid these devices due to the obvious hazard they present to rescue swimmers and victims alike.
Blow is a suggested checklist for flight crews to use when setting up to hoist to sportfishing vessels of this design.

Captain’s position during hoist, 

Fly Bridge or Below Deck

Clear All Rigging

Fishing rods, reels stowed

Fighting chairs stowed

Outriggers

Down

Teaser Reel (center rigger)

Present?

Removable?

Length if fixed?

Height from deck?
Teaser Reel





Outriggers





Hard to see rods





Fighting Chair
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