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What’s the issue? 
Sailors don’t take advantage of logical, mandatory 
protective gear, on or off duty, even when it is readily 
available and easy to use.

What’s going on? 
Some Sailors don’t understand the purpose of 
PPE: goggles, helmets, gloves, whatever. Or they 
believe that bad things only happen to other people. 
Or they think that a small amount of temporary 
discomfort (from wearing PPE to minimize the 
results of a mishap) outweighs the massive amount 
of discomfort that would result from having a mishap 
when you aren’t wearing PPE.

For example, consider 
a motorcyclist in 
afternoon traffic on a 
highway (photo at left). 
The photographer 
wrote, “I watched this 
lad get cut off four 
times in traffic in less 
then a mile.”

Duh. He’s wearing the camouflage-pattern NWU. 
If he was in the big shadow to his right, he’d really 
disappear.

What’s the solution? 
Sailors have to understand why PPE is required, 
and the sorts of common mishaps that make it a 
good idea. In the case of motorcycle wrecks caused 
by “the other guy,” over and over, that “other guy” 

truthfully tells the officer, “I never saw him.”

The rules about all sorts of PPE—cranials, goggles, 
steel-toed boots, whatever—are written in the blood 
of Sailors who weren’t wearing the gear.

The “P’s” in PPE Don’t Stand for “Probably” and “Part-Time”

1. Do some people feel immune to mishaps? 
Why would they feel that way—just because they 
haven’t had one yet?

2. Although the new 
rules mandate a vest 
only between sunset 
and sunrise, don’t 
you agree that a vest 
(added to the image 
at right) makes the 
rider more visible? Isn’t 
visibility a good thing? 
When it comes to PPE, is the minimum enough?
 
3.  The odds of being in a fatal accident every time 
you are in a PMV are 51 times greater than winning 
the Mega Million Lottery. Yet some people buy 
lottery tickets thinking they “might” win, but they 
speed and don’t wear seatbelts because they don’t 
think they’ll get in a wreck.

Discussion items and open questions


