January 1996

Lt. William C. Oldham, “Voulez-Vous Couchez Avec les Poissons?

Bad weather and no place for a helo to land except the French carrier Clemenceau.

LCdr. Ken Skaggs, “Ramp Strike” 

Tomcat pilot doesn’t clear the rounddown during a night waveoff.

Peter Mersky, “The Stick Strikes Once Again”

Aviator is ejected through the canopy of his T-34 after his control stick unlatches his harness.

AZCS Dan Steber, “Crossfeed”

William A. Schlitz, “You Gotta Watch The Details”

How does a lap-belt koch fitting get wedged between a bulkhead and ejection-seat linkage?

Lt. Mark Kanakis, “It’s Only routine Maintenance”

So how come the tool you left in the airplane was found by a pilot?

AD1 David Gruwell, “Bomb Hoists Bombed”

GSE isn’t always good to go, and this isn’t the last time a bomb hoist will fail.

Alston N. Constran, “$24,000 Shortcut”

An S-3B windshield can resist aerodynamic loads but you can shatter it with a speedhandle.

AMSC L T.K. Folds, “ We’ve Been Doing It That Way For Years”

The over-wing fairing of a Tomcat looks like a giant clam when you prop it open with chocks. Don’t do that.

Kenneth M. Twiddy, “Bravo Zulu 15th MEU, FMF”

ADAN Jeffery Smith, “Bravo Zulu HS-14”

Brian V. O’Leary, Bravo Zulu VAQ-33”

ATAN Robert S. Saez, “Bravo Zulu VAW-115”

Lt. John L. Larson, “Pump Or Jump”

You can pump the brakes real fast if your Tomcat tries to roll off an elevator.

AD3 Dante Arpon, “Bravo Zulu VFA -81”

Cdr. Bob Coyle, “Lessons Learned The Easy Way,”

Analysis of recent mishaps.

Capt. R.J. Roshelli, “CQ Icing Hazards”

CVW FODed five engines with ice. 

LCdr. Chris Spain, “Helicopters And Ice”

…generally don’t mix.

LCdr. Ken Skaggs, “There’s No Such Thing As A Little Ice”

Any is too much. 

Lt. Mike Ray, “If Only I Had Said “Wave Off”

F-14 traps with wings at 35 degrees, surprising everyone.

Lt. Gregory J. Gibson, “Ok, You’ve Got It!”

T-34 student saves IP.

Lt. Matt Buckley, “This Is Me Before, and This Is Me After”

Hornet departs runway.

AMSC Richard J. Grace, “Flap Trap”

When you’re hanging around aircraft, keep your hands to yourself if you don’t like pain.

LCdr. Mark W. Darrah, “Focus! Focus!”

EA-6 ECMO’s seat fires out of the blue.

Lt. Robert Lawrence, “I don’t Know This Field”

Emergency divert ends with a Hornet in the sand.

Lt. Paul D. Bunge, “We Never Use Those Thunderstorm Lights”

Lightning strike on an A-6

Lt. Bill Dion, “Don’t Let A No Brainer Outwit You”

FCLPs are the easiest thing we do, right?

Lt. John Burge, “Ball-Cap Flap”

How many ball caps can one A-6 eat?

Brent Berarducci, “Hey ! I’ve Got A Fire Back Here!”

F-14 RIO’s seat gets a bit warm.

Lt. Eric Kost, “More Than Just A Generator Failure”

TA-4J loses all its oil.

March 1996

Brian Allan Brindle, “Bravo Zulu VMGRT-253”

AE2 Reuben Flowers, “Bravo Zulu VR-52”

AT1 John Wojtasiak, “Bravo Zulu VFC-12”

Joe Casto, “Air Wing: Where Does A 500-Pound Buzzard Fly?"

A heads-up on bird migration around the Persian Gulf. The map on the back identifies the routes.

AZCS Dan Steber, “Crossfeed”

Straight talk from maintenance specialists on: Supervision, ALSS, Line, Maintenance Management, Ordnance.

LtCol. James M. Leavis, “Am I The Only One Left Alive?”

It started out as a good-deal, big-formation flight. When it was over, one helicopter had crashed, three crewmen were dead, and a JO had a nightmare to remember forever.

Lt. T.S. Redford, “The Pressure of the “X” 

A quickie preflight and a loose canteen nearly “cancels” this flight.”

Lt. Derek Murphy, “Bird-Gut Soup”

An A-6 on roll-out, a huge flock of birds by the short-field gear, and two aviators make a repulsive recipe. 

Lt. Andrew G. Mortimer, “Care To Hummer Dance, CATCC?”

This E-2 crew’s card was full, but CATCC insisted on three turns around the pattern.

Peter Mersky, “Two T-2 Tales”

Two Class A’s and two dead instructors.

LCdr. C.W. Laingen, “Why Are Those People Pointing at Us?

The rescuers need help remembering their pre-landing checklist.

Capt. Greg Pachman, “So, Let Me Get This Straight-High Body Fat Is a Good Thing?”

Studies show that thin people have a reduced survival time in the water.

Cdr. G.R. White, “My Most Harrowing Experience”

During an ordnance delivery hop, the pop-up immediately gets this Hornet JO in Trouble.

Lt. Gregory Schwaiger, “Snow in the Red Sea?”

Shredding paper will not endear you and your crew to the commodore.

Lt. Mark Black, “Was That the Right CB?”

So many CBs, so little time!

AG1 John V. Klimas, “New Format for Weather Reports”

METAR explained.

Cdr. Kathy Ozimek, “An ORM Primer”

Examples of poor risk management highlight a discussion of this new techique.

LCdr. Tom Ganse, “Making Money”

ACT in single-seaters.

ATAN Joe L. Ross, “Bravo Zulu  VQ-6”

AMH1 T.L. Webb, “Does Dark Gray Mean Danger?

Don’t stand in line with the vertical stripe on a Tomcat’s aft fuselage when the engines are running. Turbine buckets coming apart can put holes in you like shrapnel.

Lt. John A. Tekverk, “My Time as a Tumbleweed”

Prop wash won’t get you clean, but it can make you fly.

LCdr. Tom Ganes, It Picked Me Up! It picked Me Up!

If an observer gets sucked into an intake during a high-power turnup, his longevity depends on the man in the cockpit.

LCdr. David Kriegel, “Eliminating Environmental FOD

Ramps that feel like very rough washingboards, when you drive over them, discourage FOD ashore.

AE3 Shane M. Rassel, “Tough Decision”

Final checkers are two-legged insurance policies.

ATAN Adam A. Nydam, “The Catwalk Broke My wrist and My Fall!”

If you don’t keep your head on a swivel, the flight deck will get you.

AE3 Bobby D. Engram, “Bravo Zulu VFC-12”

Cpl. D.R. Sink Usmc, “Bravo Zulu HMM-266”

Amsan Cruz Garcia, “Bravo Zulu VA-52”

PFC John W. Koester, “Bravo Zulu  VMFA-122”

AMH1 Cifford R. Fox, “Bravo Zulu VRC-40”

AN Yolanda Aguinage, “Bravo Zulu VRC-40”

Sgt. Kenneth Twiddy, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-367”

Capt. Rick Williams, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-367”

Maj. Michael Saunders, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-169”

1ST Lt. James Wellons, “Bravo Zulu VT-7”

LCdr. Rob Brewer, “Bravo Zulu VAW-124”

Lt. Karl Hines, “Bravo Zulu VAW-124”

Lt. Walt Glenn, “Bravo Zulu VAW-124”

Pop-Ups: ORM, Cold WX Gear, Laser-Light Hazards


May 1996

Cdr. M. B. Pearsall, “Crossfeed”

Straight talk from maintenance specialists about airframes, Line, Maintenance management, Avionics, And Support Equipment.

Lt. Dan Deutermann, “Air Wing: The Quick Fix”

We rarely have time to do it right the first time, but we always have time to do it over.

AMS3 Eddie Marbury, “Bravo Zulu VP-5”

AE2 Tyrone Smith, “Bravo Zulu NAWC Aircraft Division NAS Patuxent River”

AD3 Edmond P. Hayes, “Bravo Zulu NAWC Aircraft Division NAS Patuxent River”

AT1 Daniel R. Ortega, “Bravo Zulu VF-102”

AE3 David Moreno, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6 Antarctica”

AE1 John Houston, “Bravo Zulu VA-52”

AMH1 Robert C. McDermitt, “Bravo Zulu VA-128”

AMS1 Joseph Cabauation, “Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

Pop-Ups: 50 GLOCs, Lithium Batteries, Tomcat Controls, Deer X-ing, Improved Mishap Rate, Human Error, Instrument Quals.

LCdr. Jim Scanlan, “Bravo Zulu VQ-3”

ADC Eleft, “Bravo Zulu VQ-3”

Maj. James G. Rouse, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (Rein)”

Sgt. Michael Brinkman, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (Rein)”

Lt. Jay Vannice, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Lt. Ferando Heyward, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

JOC Brady Bautch, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

AO3 Sutherland, “Oops. Bang! Ouch”

Another finger tip sacrificed for a shortcut.

LCdr. Tom Ganse, “Nobody Survives 30 G’s”

If you get away with a shortcut, it’s easier the second time around.

ADC Stephen M. Harvey, “Watching The Action”

If you don’t belong on the flight deck for launch or recovery, stay off it.

AD1 Joseph P. Montoya, “Blizzard in a Bleed-Air Bay”

Reinstalling robbed parts can be like a shell game.

AD1 Glen E. Langley, “This Condition Is A Real Drag”

Dragging the hose of a Wells air-start unit could get you flailed to death if a clamp wears out.

None, “It’s Time for Hazardous Waste Smell-Down”

Hazardous waste doesn’t belong in a dumpster.

AN Paul Cortez, “Flaps Are Not Slides”

No shortcut is worth losing a finger.

AT2 James A. Galli, “Staring at a Sidewinder”

Time drags by when you’re eyeball-to-eyeball with a missile.

Peter Mersky, “The $80 Million Photo”

How much should we pay for PAO shots?

Lt. Jeffrey Hensley, “Flying Form Is Never Routine”

Midair from the pilot’s perspective.

Lt. Richard Gruenhagen, “Inches From My Face” 

Midairs are bad, according to this RIO.

LCdr. Scott A. Shappell, “Strategic Napping”

See skipper, I told you practice napping was a good idea. 

Lt. Kyle r. Ketchum, “Call The FAA Rep About Your Flight”

Not a good way to start the week.

Lt. Don Cioffi, “Turn On Your Lights”

You may keep someone from hitting you.

Capt. Chris Callahan, “Our Little Bit Of Crowded Sky”

Foreign helo solo wreaks havoc in pattern.

Ltjg A. Terry Johnson, “My Instructor’s Poor Headwork”

Who needs oxygen at FL390?

Lt. Travis A Peterson, “The End of a Perfect Weekend”

Two TH-57Cs flounder during the home field recovery.

Lt. John J. Suarez, “But The Hatch Really Did Just Blow”

Or so he claims. 

Lt. Gregory Schmeiser, “A High-Power Mistake”

A high-power turns up asphalt.

Lt. Troy Lown, “Whipping The Instructor”

A departure is a better defensive maneuver than an aileron roll?

Lt. R.G. Lawry, “'Scuse Me! Are You Questioning My Manhood?

Warm and comfy SDO challenges weather abort.

Lt. Kyle Higgins, “Screamers, Towers and Luck”

An instructor gets his T-39 lost.

Capt. D.G. Freshwater, Jr., “I Could Have Nailed One of Those Tomcats With a Zuni!"

FAC doesn’t have all the airplanes under control.

July 1996
VS-22 Checkmates, “Wingin’ It

Use the buddy system on the flight deck.

Sgt. D.J. Gamboa, “The Big Yellow Something”

The pilot saw something yellow.

AMS2 Kelly Allen, “It Might Have Been a Squashplate”

Four people or two? 

AMECS Ed Winnett, “What You Can’t See Can Hurt You”

“What fumes?”

Robert A. Alkov, “Who’s on First?

Nose gear collapses on troubleshooter.

Lt. Chad O. Dorr, “A Wrenching Mistake”

H-60 wrench test.

Ltjg. Frank Salcedo, “Broken Nose”

Weather-vaning and no brakes.

Lt. Harry Hirschman, “Is That Mt. Whitney?

Two naval aviators crash in a remote area.

Maj. Peyton Dehart, “Briefly Stated: Is Anyone Listening?

It was a good thing his student heard the brief.

Lt. Todd Parker, “Our Bucking tomcat Ride”

When their F-14 starts imitating a rodeo bronc, the crewmen leave their saddles.

Ltjg. Christine Acton, “You Go Right, And I’ll Stay Left!”

A T-44 student nearly hits an FA-18 in the touch-and-go pattern.

Cdr. Giuseppe Donadio, “Making ORM Work”

Ike uses the new strategy with impressive results.

Lt. Dan Dohmeyer, “My Training Command SAR”

A student and his instructor coordinate a rescue attempt when a civilian aircraft crashes.

Lt. David A. Heathorn, “A Day of Firsts”

A Guam-based SAR crew has to interrupt their holiday to look for a tourist.

LCdr. T.A. Graziano, “Sea Crane At 12 O’Clock!"

Flying at low altitude, a T-44 crew has a birdstrike.

Lt. M.K. Molpus, “I Almost Ejected” 

This T-2 SNA grabs the wrong handle to steady himself while looking for a pen.

Lt. Chuck Luttrell, “Strangers Among Us”

Confusion in the night FCLP pattern as this Prowler crew discovers they are not alone.

Lt. Rich Gourley, “Ejection Into The Night”

This F-14 crew punches out during a night FCLP.

Cdr. Robert Mozo, “Inadvertent Jettison of the Copilot”

He thought he’d lean out to get a better shot!

LCdr. Neil May, “I Thought You Had It”

Confusion reigns in the cockpit because of bad communications.

Lt. Wes Smith, “Immediate Ditch”

P-3 crew goes down off Oman.

Cdr. M.B. Pearsal, “Crossfeed”

Straight talk from maintenance specials about power plants, ALSS, survival equipment, air-frames, supervision, and maintenance management.

LCdr. John K. Schmidt, “Air Wing Crew Coordination Training Isn’t Just for Aircrews Anymore”

You can reduce the Class C mishap rate by training ground crews to communicate. Class A mishap rates and summaries.

SSgt Clifford C. Boehnke, “Bravo Zulu VMAQ-4”

Lt. K.A. Szmed Jr., “A Shipmate Tried To Kill Me”

Broken tool not found.

AME3 Gregory Allen Wallace, “Bravo Zulu VA-196”

Sgt. Samuel Sandoval, “Bravo Zulu HMM-166”

AO2 Brice E. Selby, “Bravo Zulu VA-115”

GySgt. Andy P. Ford, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164” 

AN Richard E. Kidder, “Bravo Zulu VF-84”

AE1 Allen Cline, “Bravo Zulu VF-14”

AD2 Hran Schlund, “Bravo Zulu VRC-30”

Pop-Up: Navy Tighten Rules, Class A FM  Mid-Year CO’s & XO’s Course, Mr. P-3 Honored Strategic Plan Published, CHINFO BZs.

LCdr. Mark Hodges, “Bravo Zulu VF-201”

Cdr. William Stedman, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

AD1 Jene Chadwick, “Bravo Zulu VXE-6”

LtCol. Jameel F. Joseph, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

MSgt. Mitchell W. Beers, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

Sgt. Gregory S. Fivecoate, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

September 1996

Atc Lyndon Nelson, “Caught Between a Shock and a Wet Place”

When they applied power, the light show began. 

Lt. D.J. Randle, “Diagonal Cutters Are Not for Cutting Corners”

Improper inventories foil flyoff.

Ams1 Steven E. Haugh, “The Phantom In The Hydraulic System”

Open-loop bleeding eliminates air.

LCdr. Mike Donigan, “You Just don’t Understand The Problem!

Is it a gripe? Let’s take a vote.

Maj Peyton Dehart, “Saved by a Thread”

Sgt. Allen’s glove finds a crack.

AME2 John Borella, “First Day On The Job”

Climbing on a Prowler with the canopies closed is legal but not smart.

Lt. Rich Byrnes, “We’re going Over The Edge!”

Sliding for the deck-edge, stay or go?.

Lt. Brian S. Gray, “Sweet And Sour Tankers”

You know things are going downhill when the Boss asks if you can leave two crewmen behind.

LCdr. Tom Ganse, “Some 'Auto-Gravic' Illusion Thing”

This illusion is a bad as vertigo, and just as deadly.

Lt. John Dixon, “What If I Tried to Save Face?”

Hornet pilot has trouble with brakes on a short runway.

Cdr. Mark Fox, “A Real Handful off the Cat”

This senior pilot’s experience and aircraft knowledge helped him safe the airplane.

Lt. Ken Durbin, “The Weather’s OK? Thanks, FDO!”

The FOD should have known better and so should the students.

Lt. Christopher Yeager, “A Night SAR Traffic Jam”

E-2 crew coordinates several aircraft during a SAR.

Lt. Kevin Kingery, “I’ve got a helo down here. Get medical help, now!” 

An E-2 crew helps the SAR for a downed civilian helo.

Peter Mersky, “The Navy’s Ace of Aces”

The Navy’s top ace dies.

Lt. Norman Metzger, “My Hail-Lacious Low-Level”

A low-level turns ugly in a hail storm.

Lt. Thomas W. Carter, “From SAR Asset To SA Victim (Almost)”

Pressing the limit in a SAR, this crew almost has to be rescued, too.

LCdr. John Vargo, “Abilene, Abilene, Eatin’ Ice Cream in Abilene”

Everyone could see the hazards, but no one spoke up.

Lt. Matt Klemish, “Do You Know Me?”

The RIO’s side of a Class A mishap.

Maj. Chris Mattie, “My Wingman Helped Me Get Home”

There’s nothing like crew coordination, even in single-seaters.

AMS2 Brian K. Wilson, “Mr. Do-It-All Got Nailed”

You can only spread yourself so thin.

Bill Gregory, “Air Wing Shortcut Causes Short Circuit”

An in-flight technician is electrocuted when he shorts safety measures while troubleshooting an E-6A.

AT3 Kelly Berggren, “Bravo Zulu VR-57”

Cpl. David J. Soriano, “Bravo Zulu VMA-231”

AE1 Robert Savela, “Bravo Zulu VS-30”

AD2 Ernesto Orive, “Bravo Zulu VP-8”

AME2 Richard W. Rommel, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-209”

AMH1 Dan Lindsey, “Bravo Zulu VP-64”

AD2 Steven D. Garcia, “Bravo Zulu VAW-125”

ADc Joseph  Klipple, “Bravo Zulu VP-65”

AE3 Jack Green, “Bravo Zulu VRC-30”

Ams1 Emanuel Rivas, Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

Sgt. Duane Breaux, “Bravo Zulu HMM-166”

Capt. Curt Charles, “Bravo Zulu Hmm-166”

AW3 Erik Berardi, “Bravo Zulu HSL-45”

Lt. Brian Hoyt, “Bravo Zulu HSL-45”

Sgt. Nick Dmitruchina, “Bravo Zulu HMM-265”

Lt. Danny Larmon, “Bravo Zulu VAW-124”

LCdr. Chad Skidmore, “Bravo Zulu VAW-124”

Pop Ups: HAT to the Rescue, Midway Gone Gooney, Lick That Envelope, TIREsome Problems, 215 Malpractice Presentations.

Capt. Craig Kopel, “Bravo Zulu HMM-265”

November

AE3 David R. Guillick, “Arcs and Sparks”

A battery threw a bright arc of sparks towards my arms.

AO1 Brit M. Borovac, “It’s Red for a Reason”

Don’t use the free-spool lever to ease cable tension.

Ltjg. Tom Robson, “His Heart Was In The Right Place, His Finger Wasn’t”

An aircraft move cost him a finger.

Cdr. Guy K. Miller, “Indy 500 Tractor Quals”

Mario put the pedal to the metal and headed aft.

LCdr. Bob Fredrickson, “How Fast Can You Duck?”

The danger area is immediately behind and under the flaps.

Bud Bear, “Where’s My Wingman?”

A training flight turns deadly for a Hornet driver.

LCdr. Chip Laingen, “Hunting For True Winds”

A discussion about relative winds for the helo crews.

Lt. Rich Catherina, “Sometimes, Life Is A Baseball Game”

How many strikes does the H-60 crew need?

Anonymous, “I Learned the Hard Way”

An aviator’s story about a career-ending DUI.

LCdr. Charles a. Sternberg, “I’m Not Your Radioman!”

Two experienced pilots, but no one's flying the F-16!

Cdr. Robert Spencer, “Fowl Deck”

A T-39 crew encounters starlings during their landing rollout.

Lt. Scott Syme, “My Nugget Overrun”

Hornet pilot bingos to Miramar and  goes off the runway.

Peter Mersky, “Too-Real Simulation”

A training hop off the ship becomes a real emergency.

Capt. George E. Obser, “Just Call Me “Slats”

This Prowler crew nearly departs their aircraft on a running rendezvous.

Lt. Steve Mcshea, “It Never Rains In California”

This Tomcat crew drives around ice and FODs their engines.

LtCol. R.E. Joslin, “Do You Know Your Bucket Airspeed?”

“Magical” airspeeds for problems with chip lights, low fuel and max endurance.

Lt. Zeno Rausa, “But Did I Qual?”

An FRS student is beset by problems during his final CQ.

Lt. Steve Gaze, “Smokin'”

A-6 catches fire on the cat.

Bill Gregory, “Air Wing Perfect Practice Makes Perfect”

An AH-1W files into the ground when the pilot becomes disoriented.

AD1 Lawrence L. Stevens, “Bravo Zulu HS-2”

AME3 Tony A. Irish, “Bravo Zulu VP-68”

AEAN Gerald Geluz, “Bravo Zulu HSL-43”

Cpl. Stephen J. Valois, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-169”

AMHAA Robert Shier, “Bravo Zulu VAW-78”

AMS3 Kevin Crouch, “Bravo Zulu VAW-117”

AD1 Kelly Gould, “Bravo Zulu VS-38”

AD3 Scott Fay, “Bravo Zulu VS-38”

Amhan Robert J. Smith, “Bravo Zulu HSL-48” 

JO2 Jason Chudy, “Uss Independence CV 62”

AR Kristian Wade, “Bravo Zulu Uss Independence CV-62”

ABF3 Desi Jackson, “Bravo Zulu Uss Independence Cv-62”

Ltjg. Nicolas A. Marusich, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Lt. Al P. Limberg, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Cdr. Brian M. Roby, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Sgt. Russel Grundin, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-267”

Capt. Robert M. Lockwood, “Bravo Zulu HMLA-267”

Pop-Ups: Unsafe 3 Inches, Super Stallions Return Underweight Board, Water-Survival Training Easier Traps, Ice Not Nice, 300,000 Traps.

Lessons Learned:

“Snake Bites the Dust”

“Deadly Fall From a Helo”

AW2 Jason Donner, “Bravo Zulu Naval Air Reserve ASW Training Center NAS Willow Grove”

AWSC William McKelvey, “Bravo Zulu Naval Air Reserve ASW Training Center NAS Willow Grove”

Lt. Mark Smith, “Bravo Zulu Naval Air Reserve ASW Training Center NAS Willow Grove”

ASC Bill Lee, “A 13-foot Monster In A 10-Foot Space”

A K10 forklift doesn’t handle like a Ferrari. 

Capt. Michael P. Murtha, “Bravo Zulu Instructor Training Unit CTW-4”

