2 approach May 2000

by Lt. Ryan Christopher

hat can you gain by having your
crew chief or second crewman up
and about intheaircraft trouble-

shooting an emergency at low altitude? Not
enough! Theday | ended up reenacting my
hel o-dunker refresher for real changed how |
thought about crew responsibilitiesduring an
emergency.

| was not even an H2P, just a green PQM
onmy first seadeployment. We hot-seated
and added an aux tank because the flight
deck was going to securefor dinner, asisthe
custom on M SC ships. Thistype of flight had
become routine with our detachment because
our ship’scivilian flight-deck crew aso
worked inthegalley.
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We briefed theflight, planning to go out for
three hours of instrument work. | made an
uneventful |eft-seat takeoff to the starboard
side and began agradua turn at 300 feet until
the ops-normal report. It wasn'tlong into the
turn when | got the aft and forward reports
that everythingwasnormal. | leveled my turn
and headed for the 3-milearcto begina
shipboard-TACAN approach.

We placed theaLix tank in transfer mode but
couldn’t seeindicationsof pogtivetransfer from
theaux tank. Thesecond crewman reported a
kink inthehoseandtried to Straightenit. Oncehe
said he' dfixed it, we got good indi cations of
transfer of aux-tank fuel.

Asl madearight turn ontothearcat 2.5
miles, the crew chief asked mewherethe ship
was. | responded, “ Three miles off our three
o' clock,” and asked if there was a problem.

The crew chief said the No. 2 fuel filter
had popped and would not reset. The HAC
called for meto turn the aircraft back toward
the ship, and | began fuel-contamination
procedures according to NATOPS. TheHAC
started thefirst five steps of single-engine
proceduresand pulled out his pocket checklist.

Whilereviewing the procedures, the crew
chief reported both filters had popped and
would not reset. | called tower and asked for a
green deck. Tower responded that it would
take afew minutesto reman flight quarters.
Shortly after that, welost our No. 2 engine.
We were heavy with the extragas but some-
how maintained level flight at 300 feet. | did
my best to maintain best single-engine airspeed
of 70 knots.

| concentrated on getting back to the ship
whilethe HAC finished the single-engine
procedures. He dumped fuel from theno.1
side and started the APU to try arestart. The
HAC asked for dual concurrence on the No.
2 ECL and after asking metwice, | con-
curred. Before he could movethe ECL to
crank, | heard it get very quiet and noticed
the gaugesonthe No. 1 sidefalling off. The

HAC took control and entered afull no-
power autorotation.

| called out, “Mayday, mayday, mayday!”
and flipped the No. 2 fuel-jettison valve. |
called out, “Nr decreasing,” and switched to
APU power. Wefelt thefamiliar kick inthe
controls asthe AFCS went off and back on.

We had gone from single-engineto dual-
enginelossand afull autorotation within two
minutes. Just beforewe hit, | somehow
managed to remove my door. Thenext thing |
knew, | waslooking at my feet and struggling
to get free of the sinking helicopter. After
finding my HEEDS and relaxing, | managed to
gothrough the egress stepsjust likewe brief.
WEell, | forgot my ICS cord, but it came off in
my fight to get out.

Oncel surfaced, it became clear what |
had neglected during the emergenciesand my
fixation with flying. | forgot about theaircrew  +
in back and what they were doing. | saw the
HAC after thewaveslifted me, but | did not
seethe other half of our crew. | called out
their namesas| swamtothe HAC. We
spotted the second crewman and swam to him.
We hooked up our lobes and began calling for
the crew chief, but our callswent unanswered.

The second crewman later told usthat the
crew chief was till up in the back when we
crashed. The second crewman managed to get
seated beforewe hit but didn’t get hisseat belt |
fastened. The second crewman got out; the
crew chief didn't.

I’ve heard that you learn the most from
your mistakes and that hindsight is20/20. |
agree with both and encourage you to remem-
ber that the crew in back isrelying on you.
You'reresponsiblefor them. If you have aday
likewe had, everyonein your crew can
escape, although they may be battered and
bruised. Thismishap resulted in an urgent
warning that says crewmen must get seated
and strapped in during emergencies. Stressthis
ruleat every brief. - =

Lt. Christopher flies with HC-5.




