2ndLt. Jeff Davis

They say pilots never forget the first time they solo. For 2ndLt. Jeff
Davis, an Air Force student aviator assigned to VT-3 at NAS Whiting
Field, this saying holds especially true. Halfway into his contact 4401
solo and during level flight in day-VMC conditions, the front canopy
ef his T-34C shattered. After checking controllability and gathering his
ughts, 2ndLt. Davis contacted the runway duty officer at Brewton
d and made him aware of the problem. He was directed inbound
r a precautionary emergency landing.

Despite the wind, noise and unknown cause of the shattered canopy,
he made a textbook landing. A post-flight inspection found no evidence
of a bird strike or history of canopy problems with this aircraft. 2ndLt.
Davis’ on-wing, Lt. Nate Walker, said, “I was very proud of Jeff for
remaining calm and reverting to his emergency training.”

Capt. Andrew Clevenger (PIC), Maj. Gerald Caldwell (PAC), and Cpl. Rogan
Mclintyre (CC) had a No.1 engine rollback while supporting JTF-6 counter-drug
support operations in Utah. The UH-1N crew was completing a final visual recon-
naissance of an area west of the Wasatch Mountains, 12 miles northeast of Hill
AFB. The aircraft had descended from 8,000 feet to 6,000 feet MSL.

While Maj. Caldwell was leveling out at 400 feet AGL and 50 knots, the air-
crew heard an engine roll down. Capt. Clevenger opened his pocket checklist to
prepare for single engine flight. Maj. Caldwell started emergency procedures and
turned toward Hill AFB. This turn at high-pressure altitude increased the power
required, and the aircraft descended. He called out the decreasing No. 1 engine
instrument readings over ICS. Maj. Caldwell increased the collective to arrest the
descent but quickly ran out of power. Capt. Clevenger called for rotor-RPM-full
increase over ICS.

Cpl. Mclntyre made sure all the passengers were strapped in and ready for
an emergency landing. Maj. Caldwell lowered the collective and gained airspeed to
reduce the power required and achieved level flight at 100 feet AGL and 60 knots.
apt. Clevenger scanned the instruments and looked for suitable landing sites.
he No.1 Ng still was at 50 percent and called for manual fuel over the

ad.Capt. Clevenger then executed manual-fuel procedures,
he Dash 2 Cobra declared an emergency for
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becoming a mishap.
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LCdr. Demetries Grime
Cdr. Tom Quinn, Ltjg

Vlark Coffman,
ey, and Ltjg. Shane Tanner

The Bluetails of VAW-121 were in the middle of COMPTUEX
aboard USS John F. Kennedy. The last E-2C of the night had been
recovered, and the plane handlers backed it onto elevator one. It then
would be repositioned to the Hummer hole after the flight deck was
cleared.

As the plane handler backed up the E-2, both props were spinning
at ground idle, and another yellowshirt was directing an F-14 about 15
feet in front of the E-2. Suddenly, the F-14 spun on AME2 Randy Ack-
erman and the members of the prop-safety chain crew. The jet blast
almost knocked down PO Ackerman. He grabbed a pad eye and tried
to hold on to protect himself. He stood only 10 feet from a turning
prop, and jet blast was blowing him toward the prop.

He saw a yellowshirt, who had been directing the E-2, getting blown
down in front of him. PO Ackerman tried to grab him—because the
yellowshirt was headed straight for the starboard prop of the E-2. As

the yellowshirt broke the safety chain, PO Ackerman was unable to let
go of the pad eye. He only could yell and wave his flashlight as the
yellowshirt got closer to the spinning prop. “All of a sudden | heard a
loud noise, unlike any noise that | have ever heard, and | thought the
yellowshirt had met his fate,” PO Ackerman said.

Cdr. Quinn sat in the copilot’s seat and saw the events unfold. With-
out hesitation, he feathered the starboard prop. The sound PO Acker-
man had heard was the feathering of the starboard prop. The blade of
the eight-foot prop stopped inches from the yellowshirt’s head as he
passed through the prop arc.

For BZ submissions, please include a photo of the crew and
a squadron zapper along with the article. Photos must be at
least 300 dpi and identify the individuals with full name. Send

submissions via e-mail to the editor. See inside of front cover for
email and mailing information.
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