Welcome to Approach Magazine’s 50th Anniversary Issue

ttempting to squeeze 50 years of aviation
highlights and safety information into one issue

has challenged us, so we divided this special
issue into five decades.

Peter Mersky, a long-time former Approach
editor, has written an informative introduction for
each decade and points out significant naval-aviation
events that took place during that specific period.

The magazine’s centerfold features original artwork
by Bryan Snuffer, and the painting’s content bridges
naval aviation from the mid-1950s to today’s era and
into the future.

This page depicts the first two articles from the very
first issue of Approach. Their words from 1955 still
ring true. Then, as now, the real value of this magazine
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rants a briel introduoction,

In developing this new volee of naval aviation
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Haval Aviation has progressed very rapddly dhirlng the pal law
years. To rasbizes maximum «ifsct weoesss and combat rekdinass it has
b an BAteREATY b0 plice sirong emphasis on our svistes sccldsnt pre-
venlioh gregram, The excellenl prograis whick his Beds fmads darisg
tht paal yoar s most gratifylng and has resultsd in tha saving of livea
anil the comservation of extramely costly eyu pment.

The HAVAL AVIATION SAFETY REVIEW will provids & rmuedinm
throagh whi ch all of us can bensllt irom the sxperiences of othars. By
Eringing te Lght tha milsiakes o well a8 the accomplishmants of aths re
wies 17, we can reduce ths number of imalasces in which pilois mari lears
Eha "hard way". . . 0 .
lies in the contributors: stories and articles you

The accidant preventen progrisn li as all hands svoldubion, asd
Ehls pullicatiom (s intended for ibe wee of all who may contrlbate Lo the
saioly of our Dight operations. We must all. Individually and collectively
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We hope this issue offers a perspective on
where we’ve been and where we'’re headed in
our quest to make our profession mishap-free.

— Jack Stewart, Editor

submit with the intent that others will learn from

Yyour mistakes and not repeat them. Qver the years
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