RTF Checklists

By Ens. Wade Johnson, T-6A Texan II   
For the most part, safety is a top priority in naval aviation, and unsafe practices that I have seen during training have been few and far between. However, carelessness and complacency is a constant threat to flight crews. Sometimes a close call can impact a year’s worth of safety stand-downs.

This incident occurred on the second leg of a cross country coming back to NAS Pensacola. We were in a hurry to get off the ground, and ended up doing a cursory, no-checklist inspection of the cockpit before performing the walk around and strapping in. The crew realized the error prior to taxi, but by the time something was said we had already strapped in and started running the cockpit checklists. To safely stow the canopy fracture system (CFS)pins at that point, the pilot needed to completely unstrap and climb out of the aircraft. If we had not removed the CFS pins prior to taxi and needed to blow the canopy during an emergency, it would have taken a great deal of extra time to realize the pins were still in and remove them prior to use. If time was an issue, as it almost always is during a critical emergency, this oversight could have had dire consequences.

Although it was unlikely that we would ever need to use the CFS system during our flight, the fact remains that we almost took the aircraft up improperly configured. Lesson learned: it is imperative to stress checklist discipline, and to run checklists completely before and during each flight. Even though some steps may “seem” redundant or inconsequential, unless prior approval has been made to skip certain items (for example, several T-1 checklists have items that may be skipped if flying in the same aircraft with the same crew on a single day), then they must be completed every time.

Ens. Johnson flew with VT-4.
