AO3 Thomas Zeman and
AME3 Christopher Stark

By Lt. Dwight Clemons, VAQ-136

magine four connected football fieldswith

morethan 50 airplanesand helicopters
parked onthem. Now, imagineat any given
time, 35 of those airplaneshavetheir engines
running. Add 25 Volkswagen-size“tractors’
and agiant mobile crane. Raiseall this60 feet
over thewater, and put yourself and about 300
of your friendsinthemiddle.

Theroar of thejet enginesisdeafening.
Hot exhaust triesto blow you over the side or
into aturning propeler.

It'syour job to crawl under the belly of a
running EA-6B. Asyou start to diveunder the
jet, you' retackled and thrown onto the steel
deck. Asyou struggleto get up, two sets of
handspull you out from under the Prowler’s
intakethat almost sucked youin. You'vejust
had your life saved.

That’swhat happened to aVAQ-136
aircrewmen recently.

During aroutineflight-crew change, a
junior plane captain headed under aProwler to
catch the overflow fuel when the enginewas
shut down. As he headed to hisassigned
location, hetook thefastest and straightest
route. Unfortunately, that path wasdirectly
below theintake of therunning engine.

AO3ThomasZeman and AME3 Christo-
pher Stark saw the airman, and an instant
before he would have been sucked in, they
tackled himand pulled him to safety. g
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