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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #20: 10 Ways to Botch Writing Assignments

1. Put it off until the last day. Tell yourself that you work better under pressure.

2. Spend your available time and energy worrying about writing instead of planning it.

3. Don't make an outline -- those are for school children who don't know better.

4. Expect failure.

5. Use a lot of big words and long sentences, because they sound impressive.

6. Don't let anyone else read what you write. They might criticize you, which is demoralizing.

7. If someone does read your draft, either ignore any criticism they offer, or take it as an insult.

8. Imagine the dictionary will transmit an infectious disease to you if you open its pages.

9. Fight the urge to revise your writing, because you may make it worse.
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After you finish, dwell on mistakes, problems and frustrations.
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