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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #27: Ambiguity, Contradictions and Partial Truths

In addition to copyediting, editors must also do substantive editing: trying to make sure what the author meant to say is what he or she actually wrote. This type of editing is by far the most difficult.

Examples
In a two-man airplane, if one aircrew must be looking inside to operate the weapon system, the other must be looking out for threats.

[problem with using the word "aircrew" to mean either one person or more than one]

The work center supervisor, a petty officer, and an airman were on the upper deck...

[3 people or 2?  How would you write it if you wanted to say that the supervisor was a petty officer?]

From 1985 through 1989, heavy weather and high seas damaged Navy weapons and equipment worth more than $8 million.

[It meant "high seas caused more than $8 million in damage to Navy weapons and equipment."  In other words, you could do $100 worth of damage to a $1 million system]

In its 1985 annual report, Texaco makes a number of statements regarding the Pennzoil/Texaco litigation, which Pennzoil believes only present half of the full story.

[which one presents only half, the report or litigation?]

To make sure the correct component is selected, a plate should be posted on or near the manifold specifying which component is served by which fitting.

[what is doing the "specifying"--the plate or the manifold?]  

Columnist Guy Friddell's comments on President Reagan's press conference prove, without question, that he needs to retire.  He is making a fool out of himself.

[who needs to retire?]

We have received many calls lately about the change in the use of brass elbows for flex hose connections vice the originally required stainless steel fittings for Halon 1301 installations.  

[was steel changed to brass, or was the brass also changed?]

Usage techniques were discussed including proper installation of the blade and gear and restraint of the can being opened.

[the "blade and gear and..." is awkward and misleading.  make it 'Topics included how to correctly install the blade and gear, and how to restrain..."]

The way people deal with these factors is quite different from the way they were dealt with on the flight deck.

[Stop after the "they" and try to tell what it refers to.  Make it "different from the way they dealt with them "]

"How many of you know where to find what to use, and how to use it on your lifting devices, in regard to corrosion and preservation?"

[what does "it" refer to?]

[from the Virginian-Pilot] A 59-year-old retired Coinjock insurance salesman who had been missing for two weeks was found dead during the weekend after his car ran into a roadside canal near Elizabeth City.

["dead during the weekend" or "the weekend after his car ran into a roadside canal"?  If he'd been missing for two weeks, and he was found during the weekend after his car ran into the canal, where was he for the missing 7-10 days?]

An approaching hurricane is an infrequent but ever present possibility along the Atlantic coast.

[No, "approaching hurricanes" are not ever-present; they approach the East Coast 15-20 times per year]

…to follow the safety rules at work and at home and protect themselves, their co-workers, the people they supervise and their families.

[whose families?  if it is the families of "themselves", need a comma after "supervise"]

The rotating propeller had evidently picked up a 10/32 screw approximately 1/2-inch long from a runway/taxiway surface and drove it through the fuselage.

[it had to be either a runway or a taxiway, not both]

RIOs and BNs are, or should be, as knowledgeable as pilots regarding aircraft systems and boldface procedures despite being commonly referred to as "pilot stuff".

[sentence says that RIOs and BNs are referred to as "pilot stuff"]

This procedure, although not written, appears to be common from reports of users that were consulted.

[consulted users or consulted reports?]

[opening quote] "Successful F-14 flat spin recovery procedures have not been demonstrated;  therefore, once the aircraft is confirmed to be in a flat spin, the aircrew should jettison the canopy and eject."

[2nd sentence of article] "The decision to eject, once in a confirmed flat spin, should be based upon the pilot's ability to hold spin-recovery controls and aircraft altitude."

[sentences contradict each other]

To achieve optimum turn performance, it is necessary to fly at "corner velocity":  the minimum airspeed where the maximum structural load limit is available without stall.  [2 sentences later] Corner velocity for the P-3, the minimum airspeed where you can pull 3 Gs without stalling...

[contradictory]

The "Globemasters" of VR-56, a Navy Norfolk reserve squadron of C-9Bs has garnered it's second Noel Davis Trophy for outstanding performance in ceremonies Saturday, April 21st.

[says their outstanding performance was in a ceremony]

The "I Survived" club is open to everyone in the Navy community who survived a motor vehicle mishap or near miss by using safety belts, child safety seats or air bags.  People who were saved from a more serious injury than the one they received are also eligible to join.  Since the club started, we have received more than 150 applications.  That's at least 150 people who are living today because they were wearing safety belts.

[does "surviving near miss" = "would have been killed"?]

The only response we received was from an aircraft 250 miles north, and at a different altitude, the winds were significantly different from ours.

[was the aircraft at a different altitude?  if so, comma isn't necessary, and a period is needed.  don't connect a clause with a comma at the end. "...altitude, where the winds..."]

Carry at least three different lights.  Lights are the most unstable piece of gear a diver carries.  Carry a primary light source and at least three back-ups.

[sounds like four lights, not three]

Even motorcyclists may try to find someone else to blame for an accident.  "It wasn't my fault, the pavement was covered with oil."

[that's not someone else]

A 1986 fleet GLOC survey indicated 8,352 inadvertent G-suit hose disconnects in F/A-18s and F-14s.  Apparently, most pilots failed to realize the significance of inadvertent disconnects or neglected to report them.

[how does that follow?  if there weren't reported, how did the survey find out about them?  are they supposed to be reported?]

Being young, new to the fleet, and eager to prove ourselves, we take on these tasks with a full head of steam;  well, most of the time.  This was the case on a recent flight...

[what was the case?  that they did take on the tasks, or didn't?  the "most of the time" makes it sound like you're going to talk about a time when they didn't]

They don't pay attention or listen to the radio with the volume so high they can't hear what's happening around their vehicle.

[“They don't pay attention, or they listen…”]

… we discussed ways to avoid get-home-itis, as well as having a passenger on board.

[I read the second part of that sentence as an extension of what you want to avoid, so I made it “…we discussed having a passenger on board, as well as ways to avoid…”]
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