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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #30: Redundancy and Extra Words

Getting rid of redundancies is one of the true no-brainers of editing. It is a textbook chance to get rid of extra words. It is also fun.

Examples

My left eye was swollen almost completely shut…

[delete “completely”]

… although I couldn’t see his eyes through the visor, the expression on his face was a worried one.

[“expression on his face” is redundant; “he looked worried”]

Approximately only 20 to 25 percent of all damaging and non-damaging strikes are reported.

[delete “Approximately”]

…since he also had encountered trouble in accurately gauging relative altitude and closure rate.

[…since he also had trouble gauging…]

… I felt my previous aviation experience would hold up well to the challenges ahead.

[“previous…experience” is redundant]

For some unknown reason, we were in the middle of a complete AC-power failure.

["unknown" is unnecessary]

I snuck a quick peak at the HAC…

["I peeked…"]

…the decisions could have been completely different.

[delete “completely”]

As we climbed in altitude, I put on my flight gear and hooked up the ICS…

[“in altitude” not needed]

…cold showers, coffee or exercise will not hasten the lowering of your intoxication level.

[…will not help you sober up.]

She eventually was convicted of misdemeanor driving under the influence, with injuries, in a court of law.

[where else do you get convicted?]

…park Mom's mini-van next to a 15-passenger van and compare height, length and width measurements.

[delete final word]

…has the capability to measure damage…

[…can measure damage…]

…shipmates recounted stories of mishaps in which they personally were involved.

[delete "personally"]

I gave the situation a quick glance, noticed an NC-10 was behind the tractor…

[I glanced around and noticed…]

… doctors say he shouldn’t have any permanent scars.

[“permanent” not needed]

I was the QAR for the morning launch and was looking for safety hazards…

[“safety” not needed]

old clichés

[are there new ones?]

The often-used cliché…

[Isn’t that why they are clichés?]

The starboard wheel completely rolled off…

[don’t need “completely”]

 [heard on National Public Radio]

 "a record all-time high"

Due to their peculiar mission, they have to deviate from normal NAMP procedures, e.g. ejection seats, QA, CDI, ordnance certification, etc.

["e.g." and "etc." overlap;  "e.g." means "for example," not "here's every possible example"]

To the new and uninitiated, the spectre of combat operations conjures up a number of images. Among these is that once the fighting starts, the rulebooks are jettisoned over the side and anything goes.

[a rare triple:  "new and uninitiated", "combat operations", and "jettisoned over the side."]

Many of these units are not properly calibrated, are out of calibration periodicity, or are damaged.

["calibration periodicity" is a max FOG phrase, plus, isn't that included under "not properly" in the previous phrase?]

Eventually her eye healed with no aftereffects.

[If there were "aftereffects" would you still say that they had healed?  Also, is there a better word that "aftereffects"?]

Exposure can damage your liver and kidneys, with symptoms such as dark urine and yellow jaundice.

[is the another kind of jaundice besides yellow, such as blue?]

fracture of humerus left arm

[as opposed to humerus left leg?]

If you find an item that is faulty, defective, or doesn't meet specifications...

[Any difference between those first two terms?  Can something be faulty without being defective, or vice versa?]

. . . try using 2 1/2-inch hoses for the novelty of something new.

[“For something new, try using two ½-inch hoses.”]

To be most comfortable in extreme temperatures, hot or cold, don't use an aircraft fuselage as a permanent shelter.

[“…in extreme hot or cold, don’t use…”]

Having mulled this over in my mind. . .

[delete “in my mind”]

accidental oversight

[delete “accidental”]

On top, the air reeked of the smell of JP-5 from the torn fuel cells.

[delete “of the smell”]

Prior training caused me to calm down.

[as opposed to "future training"?  "My training helped me calm down."]

From rote memorization and much practice I called "HRD number three, emergency shutdown checklist."

[“by rote” means “from memory alone”; “By rote, because I had practiced so much, I called, ‘HRD…’”]

I remembered being presented the exact same scenario a few months earlier.

[delete “exact”]

During the months of February and March 1986. . .

[delete “the months of”]

These scenarios are, of course, extremes at each end of the spectrum.

[end sentences at “extremes”]

Their singular goal in life is to identify mishap causes in an effort to prevent future similar accidents.

[delete “future”]

"Land as soon as practicable" has as many meanings for defining "when" and "where" to land as there are situations calling for the procedure.

["as many definitions for"]

Considering the possible consequences that could have resulted to lives or equipment, every measure must be taken to prevent an incident such as this from every happening again on any CV.

["resulted to" is very awkward, and "possible...could have" is redundant]

To the new and uninitiated. . .

[delete “the new and”]

Reviewing mishap reports confirms that there is always a reason or cause of a mishap.

[What’s the difference between “reason” and “cause”?]

… we sometimes run into safety problems that we didn't initially anticipate.

[delete “initially”]

Two other times, single-engine landings were performed also.

[delete “also” and get rid of the passive construction]

I am a relative newcomer to aviation compared to the Navy's 75 years of flight.

[delete “relative”]
Under emergency ditching conditions in open seas, helicopters will. . .

[They don’t ditch for the hell of it--it is always an emergency]

". . . time spent beforehand on preparation."

[delete”beforehand”]

multiple numbers of victims

[delete “numbers of”]

. . . and took corrective action to quickly remedy the problem.

[Either “and quickly took corrective action” or “and quickly fixed the problem”]

You are probably also familiar with the high tempo atmosphere of flight-deck activity.

[is "atmosphere" necessary?]

Well, unluckily, in this case I was not so fortunate.

[delete “unluckily”]

Let's hope it will cause you to slow down and get back on the right track, instead of charging along into a possible catastrophic situation.

["will make you slow down...a catastrophe..."]

If the suspect engine is being borescoped because of FOD, concentrate on FOD-related damage, such as nicks, dings, burrs and the like.

["such as...and the like" is redundant]

Additionally, it has always been my personal habit to fly with my lap straps very tight to prevent spinal or leg injury in the event of an ejection.

["personal habit" is redundant]

The RIB's uses are multifunctional, but its use as a rescue boat is most important.

[“The RIB has many uses…”]

The technician is in a two-way ICS communication link with a fellow shipmate standing on a check stand outside the aircraft.

["fellow" is redundant. putting "who is" after shipmate clarifies who is doing the standing]

In some cases, the training sites are geographically close to one another...

[are "geog" and "to one another" necessary?]

Last sentence of letter to the editor: "I hope this information is informative." Editor's comment:  "Thank you for informing us."

[Are either of these necessary?]

Articles published in the past have been about...

["in the past" is redundant. "We've published articles about...]

Condition four: set when the storm track indicates a threat of destructive winds are possible within 72 hours.

["threat" is singular, also redundancy between "threat" and "possible"]

I had entered the paraloft with my beloved multi-gadgeted kneeboard in plain view for all to see.

[delete “for all to see”]

… an old adage we've heard many times.

[def. of "adage" is "old saying popularly accepted as truth"]

I witnessed first hand a different attitude toward safety as ship's company aboard USS Nimitz.

[delete “first hand”]

One of the most aggravating things we do in naval aviation, from the standpoint of non-productive and wasted man-hours, is conduct FOD walkdowns on a regular schedule.

[Is there a difference between "non-productive" and "wasted"?]

In retrospect, I realize that the four of us are indeed fortunate to be alive. We were lucky but our survival was not strictly due to luck. 

[This sentence is a mess. Why repeat “fortunate” and “luck” and they contradict the statements?]

He saw a shipmate place a paper cup, which contained a purple colored liquid, on deck.

[delete "colored"]

I gave the situation a quick glance, noticed an NC-10 was behind the tractor…

[I glanced around and noticed…]

…shipmates recounted stories of mishaps in which they personally were involved.

[delete "personally"]

… doctors say he shouldn’t have any permanent scars.

[“permanent” not needed]

I was the QAR for the morning launch and was looking for safety hazards…

[“safety” not needed]

old clichés

[are there new ones?]

The often-used cliché…

[Isn’t that why they are clichés?]

The starboard wheel completely rolled off…

[don’t need “completely”]

“The NATEC website provides me current and available information regarding the latest changes and IRACS to all my manuals.”

[“and available” isn’t needed; how could it provide stuff that isn’t available?]
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