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When working with dangerous equipment
and hazardous material, always wear all
required protective equipment. Taking even
a seemingly insignificant shortcut can result
in serious and possible permanent injury.

Protect Yi

By HMCS(AW) Mark Sanders,
Naval Safety Center

ailorsshould know when they
S need glovesto accomplish

maintenance, handlepaint, or
perform other hazardouswork.
Sailorsalso associate protective
gloveswith medica and electrica
work. Therefore, when they need
hand protection they head to sick bay
for latex surgical gloves, to the mess
decksfor someplastic food-handling
gloves, or totool issuefor el ectri-
cian'sgloves.

I’ ve often turned Sailorsaway
from sick bay when they weretrying
to get gloves. For somereason,
many of our fleet shipmatesdon’t
understand that thin, surgical gloves
arenot proper PPE for deck evolu-
tionsor for performing other poten-
tially hazardousplanned or corrective
mai ntenance.

It'sour job to care about their
well-being. Itisfrustrating to see
somedivisonsbuyingtheir own
surgical gloves. Itisnot uncommon
for meto find abox of latex surgical
glovestucked away inaship’spaint-
issue space. These are not safe
practices! Surgica glovesare
expensive and do not offer the
proper protection from hazardous
chemicals. Latex or natural-rubber
surgical gloves should be used for
medical purposesonly. Ontop of
that, natural rubber isnot recom-
mended for use with petroleum and
0il-based solvents, such asgasoline,
or whereresistanceto grease or oil
solventsisrequired. Neither latex
medical glovesnor plastic food-
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handling glovesare approved for usewithindustria
cleaners, solventsor other hazardous chemicals.

| recently met ayoung, energetic Sailor working
inthe ship’slaundry. She showed mewhere she had
been burned by one of thelaundry detergents, when it
splashed onto her left hand. Shesaid, “1t didn’t burn
atfirst, sol didn’t think anything of it. I just wiped my
hand on my uniformtodry it.” After havingit on her
skinfor about fiveminutesor so, she begantofeel an
intenseitch on her arm and on her thigh where she
had wiped her hand on her trousers. Not realizing this
wasacorrosive chemical, she continued with what
shewasdoing. After afew more minutes, she
noticed ared spot on the back of her hand. She
immediately began running cool water onit fromthe
nearby eyewash station. Shedid not know to read the
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M SDS before using hazardous chemical s, nor was
she aware of the requirement to wear industrial
glovesand goggleswhen changing out that particular
detergent container. Shewasvery lucky her quick
actionskept thissituation from becoming worse. She
didn’t goto medicd for trestment; therefore, it was not
reported to her supervisors.

Another situation | will sharewithyouistheone
about a Sailor patching ahole. Hewas on the boat
deck preparing epoxy resinto patch aholeinthe
captain’sgig. Asthe epoxy beganto harden, it
expanded up and out of the can, onto the Sailor’s
right hand. When the resin began to burn, the Sailor
tried towipeit off. Instead, hiswiping removed his
top layer of skin. He had no permanent disability, just
aquick lesson on theimportance of wearing protec-
tivegloves. >

The author’s e-mail addressis
msander s@safetycenter.navy.mil.

= For More Info...

“Guidance for when hand protection is required is found on the
chemical's Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) under the control
measures section.”




