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HODGES

Two Wrongs Don't Make a Right
By GSM1 Hodges,

USS Porter (DDG-78)

A petty officer on a sounding and security watch entered an engineering main space while conducting his normal rounds and stepped into a hole left by a missing deck plate. As one of his legs made its way toward the lower deck, it hit a pipe, and he suffered a bruise. The petty officer was able to pull himself out of the hole and go to medical for treatment.
The person who had removed the deck plate should have provided a safety brief to all watch standers and posted a sign, warning of the hazard. The watch stander, meanwhile, should have been more aware of his surroundings. He is supposed to see everything out of the ordinary in a space and correct any discrepancies.

The main lesson to be learned from this incident is that failure to follow procedures can result in someone getting hurt. The other lesson is to pay attention and be aware of anything unusual in a space.

-30-

