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SAILORS, MARINES URGED TO BE VIGILANT DURING THE CRITICAL DAYS OF SUMMER

NORFOLK, Va., June 24, 2004 – Commander Naval Safety Center (COMNAVSAFECEN) has launched a comprehensive traffic and recreation/off-duty safety campaign focusing on risk management initiatives to reduce fatalities and injuries associated with the Critical Days of Summer – the period between Memorial-Day weekend and the Labor-Day weekend.

 One of the greatest challenges facing the military is the large number of deaths and injuries caused by preventable automobile and recreation mishaps.  The Department of Defense has challenged the Armed Forces to reduce mishaps by 50% by the end of FY05.  In FY03, 119 Sailors and Marines died in PMV crashes, 19 in off-duty/recreation.  In FY04 to date, 82 Sailors and Marines have died in motor vehicle crashes, and 24 were killed in off-duty/recreation mishaps.  

“The most significant challenge we all face in reducing mishaps and saving lives is in motor vehicle accidents and off-duty/recreational losses,” said Rear Admiral Dick Brooks, Commander, Naval Safety Center.  “Each year, approximately 60 to 70 percent of the lives we lose are in these two areas.” 

Statistics from the past decade indicate during some years one-third – in some cases almost half – of a year’s total Navy and Marine Corps traffic deaths occurred during the Critical Days of Summer. During the first 26 days this year, 10 Sailors and two Marines had died in traffic mishaps. Added to that grim total are two Sailors and a Marine who died in recreational incidents.

RADM Brooks emphasizes that “we all need to exercise an increased level of intrusive leadership to identify and watch over our high-risk Sailors, Marines, and civilians. Leadership will play a key role in reversing this alarming trend!”

The Navy is concerned year-round with PMV and recreational safety, but the Critical Days of Summer pose greater risks for several reasons:  

- It is a period when many service members transfer since school is out (hence more families are on the road traveling between duty stations).

- It is when service members visit family and loved ones and often travel longer periods than they should without rest or a break. 

- It also is a time of beach picnics, cookouts, and summer parties, which often combine alcohol consumption and hot weather. 

The Critical Days of Summer also require special attention to recreational and off-duty hazards, including those involving water activities and athletics. Sailors and Marines often get hurt in such events by trying to exceed their limitations (as in sporting events), being unfamiliar with established procedures in boating and operating ATVs, or participating in events after consuming alcohol.

It is imperative that Sailor and Marines are aware of the risks associated with the Critical Days of Summer and incorporate risk management into their plans. The potential for injury often is overlooked in anticipation of beach parties, suntans, and cookouts. By reminding our Sailors and Marines of these risks we help to preserve our most values asset: our human resources. 
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