FROM: COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA(uc)

Subject: 301540Z JUL 07 SAFETY BULLETIN CONCERNING LADDER CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL SYSTEMS AND SLEEVES

TO  AIG 191

    AIG 6902

MSGID/GENADMIN/COMNAVSAFECEN/40/JUL//

SUBJ/SAFETY BULLETIN CONCERNING LADDER CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL SYSTEMS AND SLEEVES// 

REF/A/MSGID:GENADMIN/NAVSURFWARCEN SHIPSYSENGSTA /171205ZMAY2007// REF/B/DESC:DOC/NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS/-// REF/C/DESC:DOC/ANTENNA PRODUCTS/-// REF/D/DESC:DOC/CNO/-// 

AMPN/REF A IS NAVAL SURFACE WARFARE CENTER, SHIPS SYSTEMS ENGINEERING STATION, PHILA PA, IN-SERVICE ENGINEERING ADVISORY ISE-029-07 DATED 17MAY07.  REF B IS NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS SAFETY ALERT, DOC #N4-S-07-01 ANNOUNCING PENDING RECALL OF PRODUCT AND REQUIRED INTERIM ACTIONS.  REF C IS ANTENNA PRODUCTS CORPORATION SAFETY ALERT, DOC #B4C-S-07-01A ANNOUNCING PENDING RECALL OF PRODUCT AND REQUIRED INTERIM ACTIONS.  REF D IS OPNAVINST 5100.23G NAVY SAFETY AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM MANUAL, CHAPTER 13, DATED 30 DEC 06.// 

POC/MR. CHARLES ALMOND/CIV/COMNAVSAFECEN 45B/LOC:NORFOLK /TEL:DSN 564-3520 X7157/TEL:757-444-3520 X7157 /EMAIL:CHARLES.ALMOND AT NAVY.MIL// 

GENTEXT/REMARKS/1.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS ADVISORY IS TO ENSURE THAT ACTIVITIES ASHORE ARE APPRISED OF VENDOR SAFETY ALERTS INVOLVING LADDER CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL/SLEEVE EQUIPMENT USED AS A FALL PROTECTION SYSTEM.  THIS ADVISORY PROVIDES INTERIM GUIDANCE AND ACTIONS FOR CONTINUED USE OF CLIMBER SAFETY EQUIPMENT WHEN WORKING ALOFT AT LOCATIONS ASHORE ONLY.  AFLOAT COMMANDS AND ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING AFLOAT CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL SYSTEMS MUST REVIEW/COMPLY WITH REF A, ISSUED 17 MAY 2007, AVAILABLE AT WWW.SAFETYCENTER.NAVY.MIL/ASHORE/RECALLS.

2.  AS INDICATED IN REFS B AND C, CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS MAY NOT PERFORM AS DESIGNED AND MAY ALLOW A CLIMBER TO FALL DOWN FROM THE LADDER AND/OR CAUSE EQUIPMENT FAILURE RESULTING IN SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.  IN THIS SCENARIO, IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THE CLIMBER RAIL AND MOUNTING SYSTEM REMAINS INTACT IF A FALL OCCURS.  

THE PRIMARY VENDORS, IDENTIFIED IN REFS B AND C, ARE INITIATING A RECALL EFFORT TO REPLACE EXISTING SLEEVES WITH A NEW DESIGN.  REPLACEMENT SLEEVES WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL THE AUG-SEP 2007 TIMEFRAME. PROCEDURES FOR RECALLING SLEEVES WILL BE PROVIDED VIA SEPCOR. 

3.  THE AFFECTED CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES ARE: 

A.  NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS (CAGE 0VTP4), SAF-T-LOC SLEEVE, PART NO. 602-100-001 AND 602-100-002, NSN 9B 5445-00-915-3121.  REFER TO WEB SITE HTTP: WWW.SAF-T-CLIMB.COM. 

B.  ANTENNA PRODUCTS CORP (CAGE 06032), SCE-2 SLEEVE, PART NO. 1000-1672-401 AND 1000-0425-401, NSN 9B 4240-01-042-9688, REFER TO WEB SITE HTTP: WWW.ANTENNAPRODUCTS.COM/TUBULAR.HTML.

THESE VENDORS' PRODUCTS REPRESENT THE MAJORITY OF CLIMBER SLEEVES USED IN THE FLEET.  IF OTHER VENDORS' SLEEVES ARE BEING USED, THEY WILL ALSO EXHIBIT THE SAME DESIGN DEFICIENCY AND WILL BE SUBJECT TO RECALL. 

4.  REFS B AND C DIRECT CLIMBERS TO USE A "Y" SAFETY LANYARD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AFFECTED CLIMBER SLEEVE UNTIL REPLACEMENT SLEEVES ARE AVAILABLE.  

THE DOUBLE LEGGED, Y LANYARDS MUST BE USED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS FOR EACH SPECIFIC LANYARD. 

5.  THE USE OF "Y" LANYARDS WILL IMPEDE RATE OF CLIMBING.  CLIMBERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO LATCH AND UNLATCH ALTERNATE SNAP HOOKS EVERY TWO TO THREE LADDER TREADS.  CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED WHEN PERFORMING THIS LEAPFROGGING ACTION AS HANDS ARE NOT DEDICATED SOLELY TO THE ACT OF CLIMBING. 

6.  UNTIL "Y" LANYARDS AND/OR REPLACEMENT SLEEVES ARE AVAILABLE, RECOMMEND LIMITING CLIMBING ALOFT TO ESSENTIAL PURPOSES ONLY. 

7.  CLIMBERS SHALL EXERCISE THE FOLLOWING CAUTION WHEN ASCENDING OR DESCENDING A LADDER WITH A CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL: 

A.  KEEP BODY AS VERTICAL AS POSSIBLE AND TIGHT AGAINST THE LADDER FACE. 

B.  HANDS SHALL BE FREE AND DEDICATED TO CLIMBING ONLY. 

C.  ALL EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS SHALL BE HOISTED UP OR DOWN USING TENDING LINES OR CARRIED IN BACKPACKS. 

8.  ACTIVITIES HAVING INSTALLED CLIMBER SAFETY RAIL SYSTEMS SHOULD PERFORM IMMEDIATE INSPECTION OF ALL CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES PER THE MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS.  PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO CONDITION OF LOCKING PAWL.  ENSURE PAWL TIP IS NOT WORN OR CUPPED OVER.  ENSURE SPRINGS ARE OPERATIONAL AND LOCKING PAWL RETURNS FREELY TO THE CATCH POSITION WHEN PAWL IS RELEASED. REMOVE ANY DISCREPANT SLEEVES FROM SERVICE AND RETAIN FOR TURN- IN DURING THE RECALL EFFORT. 

9.  WHEN "Y" LANYARDS ARE AVAILABLE, PERFORM INSPECTION OF ALL LADDER CLIMBER SAFETY RAILS AND MOUNTING BRACKETS.  PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE MOUNTING HARDWARE.  ENSURE HARDWARE SECURING CLIMBER RAIL TO GUIDE CHANNEL AND CLIMBER RAIL TO STRUCTURAL MOUNTING BRACKETS IS NOT LOOSE, MISSING OR BROKEN.  ENSURE LADDER RAIL NOTCHES ARE NOT DEFORMED, OR CLOGGED WITH DIRT/DEBRIS.  (NOTE: NOTCHES SHOULD BE 5/32 INCH DEEP WITH A SQUARE BOTTOM).  WHERE SECTIONS OF CLIMBER RAILS ARE SPLICED TOGETHER, ENSURE A CONNECTING STRAP IS INSTALLED.  IF DISCREPANCIES ARE FOUND, REMOVE LADDER AND CLIMBER RAIL FROM SERVICE AND REPORT DISCREPANCIES TO THE WORK CENTER SUPERVISOR FOR CORRECTIVE ACTION. 

10. AUTHORIZED "Y" LANYARDS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE FOLLOWING VENDORS.  COSTS RANGE FROM $75.00 TO $100.OO EACH.  

A.  MSA PART NO. 10021673, LANYARD WITH DYNA-BRAKE, TWIN LEG, TIE-BACK.  MSA CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC: KAREN LIMBERT AT (866) 672-1001, REQUEST EXT 3090. E-MAIL: KAREN.LIMBERT@MSANET.COM.

B.  MSA PART NO. 10021661, LANYARD WITH DYNA-BRAKE.  MSA CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC: KAREN LIMBERT AT (866) 672-1001, REQUEST EXT 3090.  

E-MAIL: KAREN.LIMBERT@MSANET.COM. 

C.  DBI-SALA PART NO. 1220416, EZ STOP II SHOCK ABSORBING LANYARD.  DBI-SALA CUSTOMER SERVICE AT (800) 328-6146 SELECTION #1.E-MAIL: SOLUTIONS@CAPITALSAFETY.COM.

D.  NORTH SAFETY PRODUCTS PART NO. 732-201-076, SAF-T-Y- LANYARD. 

NORTH CUSTOMER SERVICE REP POC: TINA BHELA AT (416) 675-2810 EXT 313. 

E-MAIL: TBHELA@NORTHSAFETY.CA.  

USE OF EXISTING SIX FOOT, SHOCK-ABSORBING Y-LANYARDS MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF ANSI STANDARD Z359.1(R1999), ALREADY IN SERVICE, FROM SOURCES OTHER THAN THE ABOVE, MAY BE ACCEPTABLE ASHORE ONLY, PROVIDED THE COGNIZANT COMPETENT OR QUALIFIED PERSON FOR FALL PROTECTION HAS REVIEWED THE OPERATION, INSPECTED THE Y- LANYARDS AND AUTHORIZED THE ALTERNATE EQUIPMENT AS APPROPRIATE FOR THE APPLICATION AND USE.  REF D PROVIDES ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE RE: FALL PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS AND COMPETENT/QUALIFIED PERSON'S QUALIFICATIONS. 

11. THIS ADVISORY HAS NO IMPACT ON INTEGRATED LOGISTICS SUPPORT

(ILS) PRODUCTS, AND WILL BE CANCELLED WHEN NEW DESIGN CLIMBER SAFETY SLEEVES HAVE BEEN INSTALLED. 

12. REQUEST TYCOMS DISSEMINATE THIS MESSAGE, AS APPROPRIATE, TO ALL SHORE ACTIVITIES UNDER THEIR COGNIZANCE.//

