This Risk Isn’t Necessarily Funny

Several readers sent us notes about a memorable fatal mishap. Back in the early ‘90s, a command master chief from a cruiser had just retired. He had spent nearly 40 years on active duty; one of his tours was as command master chief aboard USS Iowa. On the very next day, he tackled a home-improvement project, which required that he pick up a load of plywood. With his wife at the wheel, he climbed on top of the 4-by-8 sheets to hold them down on the way home. As the truck picked up speed, some of the plywood eventually became airborne. The master chief flew out of the truck and suffered fatal injuries when he hit the pavement.
“The accident occurred within one mile of the Norfolk Naval Base,” one person wrote. “I can still remember our command master chief informing us of the tragedy and holding some ORM training.”

