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My day started like any other day at AIMD, Atsugi.  I inventoried my tools and ran through my morning checklist like I do every day, not realizing that something very dangerous had already settled in.

I could tell that the flight line would be operating at a fairly high tempo today because of how early they’d sent sailors to my shop for oxygen and nitrogen services.  

Knowing that we’d be busy this day, I decided that my shop would barbeque a few burgers for lunch as opposed to sending bodies to the galley, this way we’d be able to keep up with the flight line.

One of my sailors started the barbeque while I was at my workstation researching parts.  Everything was going smoothly, he brought in the burgers and I decided to go out and have a smoke.  When I walked outside I noticed that the grass and golf safety netting behind my shop were on fire.  

To paint this picture a little bit better for you I should let you know where I work; I work at AIMD Atsugi’s LOX Farm.  I had over 2000 gallons of LOX on station at the time of this fire, and if I had walked outside about thirty seconds later than I did, I fear that the fire would have been out of my control and that lives most certainly would’ve been lost.

Now, earlier I mentioned that I didn’t realize that something very dangerous had settled in.  Well, shipmates that something was complacency.  The reason I didn’t inspect that faulty grill prior to lighting it up, the reason that ORM didn’t even cross my mind.  All because we had barbequed numerous times before and nothing bad had happened.  

So since I’ve learned the lesson, I’d like to help ensure that no one else has to learn the same lesson because we were very lucky not to have lost any lives when this happened.

Please practice ORM every day, all day.  It’s there to prevent things like this from happening.  And always have someone that can be an outside pair of eyes to help you defeat your complacency.
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A few barbequing tips I’ve found are as follows:

Barbeque season is finally here!  There are a few things to watch out for when cooking outdoors so that you enjoy yourself and stay safe!

When barbequing, make sure that the barbeque is in good working order, on a flat surface away from dead grass, shrubs and buildings.  Ensure that children and pets are not playing near the barbeque.  Never leave the barbeque unattended and make sure to have a bucket of water near the barbeque in case of emergency. 


Safety for Gas Grills:

It is important to take precautions when operating propane tanks and gas grills.  First, inspect the propane tank for any irregularities including dents, bulges or extensive rusting.  The hoses also need to be inspected for any holes or cracks.  Never use any source of fire around a propane tank, which includes cigarettes, lighters and matches.  Never bring a propane tank inside a building; the difference in weather pressure can cause an explosion.  Never dispose of your propane tank by throwing it in the trash.  Check to see if there are municipal programs for collection in your area.

Safety for Charcoal Grills:

When cooking with charcoal grills you need to be aware of carbon monoxide. Because charcoal produces carbon monoxide, which is highly toxic, you should never burn your charcoal grill inside your home, a tent, a vehicle, or any other enclosed area.

Never use any flammable liquid other than barbeque starter fluid to start a charcoal barbeque.  Never add fire starter after you have started your barbeque to speed a slow fire or rekindle a dying fire.  The flames can easily flashback along the fluid's path to the container in your hands. Always soak coals with water after cooking; they retain their heat for long periods of time.

After you are done with barbequing, make sure to clean the barbeque and insure that the barbeque is completely extinguished.
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