Cover letter for Media Kit

The Naval Safety Center continues to help Navy and Marine Corps commands reduce mishaps. As part of our media campaign, we’re assembled this media kit to help you building safety awareness, provide information, training and education resources, and contribute to a safer way of life for Sailors and Marines.

The task to reduce mishaps and save lives, prevent injuries, and preserve material assets is a challenge. Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld has mandated that the military reduce mishaps by 50 percent by 2005. Mishaps are a huge drain on our resources and a significant decrement to readiness. The costs during the past five years are staggering. In that time period, the Navy and Marine Corps lost:

· 585 people and $127.5 million in off-duty motor vehicle accidents (our number one killer),

· 134 aviators, maintainers and aircraft passengers in aviation mishaps,

· $3.2 billion in aircraft mishaps (our costliest area),

· 18 people and $368.7 million in surface ship, sub or diving mishaps,

· 147 personnel and $73.4 million in operational shore mishaps.

Meeting the 50-percent-reduction challenge should be everyone’s goal. The savings in lives and material are obvious.

The enclosed material covers several high-impact targets, including traffic safety and drunk driving. Some of this appeared in the Work Zone feature in Safety Center magazines. Also attached is guidance about safety standdowns and a guide to our web site (safetycenter.navy,mil), which contains more than 11,000 pages of presentations, fact sheets, data and information. We have a digital News Room in the Public Affairs section, containing media resources. There is also a special page devoted to the 50% Mishap Reduction campaign.

We encourage you to reprint or adapt these articles in local base newspapers and newsletters and display them in command spaces. Even better, use them as the basis for a local article about local hazards and safety programs. Help us get the information out to your folks. We will also be sending out regular news releases about hazards, prevention efforts and other significant safety events.

Feel free to call the head of my Media Department, Derek Nelson, at 757-444-3520, ext. 7243 (or e-mail him at derek.nelson@navy.mil) to discuss the campaign, request more information, or to share ideas or programs that have been successful for you. We’d welcome feedback about the material we’re providing.

Let’s work together to reduce mishaps.

Dick Brooks

Rear Admiral, USN

Commander, Naval Safety Center

