ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE

ROUTINE       

R 110516Z JUN 01 ZYB PSN 214511I14

FM COMNAVSEASYSCOM WASHINGTON DC//SEA05L4//

TO COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA//N421A/N421A3/N453//

COMNAVAIRPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N421I/N453/N84/N845/N8532//

COMNAVSURFLANT NORFOLK VA//N42//

COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//43/70//

COMSUBLANT NORFOLK VA//402//

COMSUBPAC PEARL HARBOR HI//N420/N4111B//

INFO CNO WASHINGTON DC//N75/N76/N77/N78//

CNO WASHINGTON DC//N75/N76/N77/N78//

PRESINSURV NORFOLK VA//JJJ//

PRESINSURV NORFOLK VA//JJJ//

INSURVLANT NORFOLK VA//JJJ//

INSURVLANT NORFOLK VA//JJJ//

INSURVPAC SAN DIEGO CA//JJJ//

COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA//30//32/38//

COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA//30//32/38//

COMSC WASHINGTON DC//JJJ//

COMSC WASHINGTON DC//JJJ//

COMNAVRESFOR NEW ORLEANS LA//JJJ//

COMNAVRESFOR NEW ORLEANS LA//JJJ//

CNATRA CORPUS CHRISTI TX//N74/NA41//

CNATRA CORPUS CHRISTI TX//N74/NA41//

NAVCLOTEXTRSCHFAC NATICK MA//N3//

NAVSURFWARCEN SHIPSYSENGSTA PHILADELPHIA PA//621//

NAVSURFWARCEN SHIPSYSENGSTA PHILADELPHIA PA//621//

DSCP PHILADELPHIA PA//IDA//

DSCP PHILADELPHIA PA//IDA//

SUPSHIP NEWPORT NEWS VA//151/152/200//

SUPSHIP NEWPORT NEWS VA//151/152/200//

SUPSHIP GROTON CT//JJJ//

SUPSHIP BATH ME //JJJ//

SUPSHIP BATH ME //JJJ//

SUPSHIP PASCAGOULA MS//JJJ//

SUPSHIP PASCAGOULA MS//JJJ//

COMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC//G-OCS//

COMNAVSEASYSCOM WASHINGTON DC//05L4/91/92//

UNCLAS  //N10470//

MSGID/GENADMIN/NAVSEA 05L//

SUBJ/COMMERCIAL INHERENTLY BUOYANT LIFE PRESERVER//

NARR/E-MAIL ADDRESS FOR MARK CAMPBELL IS:CAMPBELLMR@NAVSEA.NAVY.MIL//

POC/M. CAMPBELL/05L4/202-781-3619//

RMKS/1.  NAVSEA 05L4 AND THE NAVY CLOTHING AND TEXTILES RESEARCH FACILITY (NCTRF) ARE IN THE PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE LIFE PRESERVERS AS ALTERNATIVES TO THE EXISTING MIL-SPEC LIFE PRESERVERS (KAPOK, ABANDON SHIP, MK 1). OUR INTENT IS TO REPLACE ALL MIL-SPEC LIFE PRESERVERS WITH COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE ONES THROUGH ATTRITION AND OUTFITTING DURING NEW CONSTRUCTION.

2.  AN EVALUATION WAS CONDUCTED AND A COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE INHERENTLY BUOYANT LIFE PRESERVER MANUFACTURED BY STEARNS INCORPORATED HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE REPLACEMENT FOR THE "KAPOK" LIFE PRESERVER (NSN  4220-00-200-0538).  THIS NEW LIFE PRESERVER IS COAST GUARD APPROVED AND IS APPROXIMATELY ONE-FOURTH THE COST OF THE EXISTING KAPOK LIFE PRESERVER.  THE EXISTING KAPOK LIFE PRESERVER IS STILL ADEQUATE AND USERS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPLACE IT.  HOWEVER, NEW REQUISITIONS SHOULD SPECIFY THE NEW STEARNS INHERENTLY BUOYANT LIFE PRESERVER. THE LIFE PRESERVER CAN BE PROCURED WITH OR WITHOUT ACCESSORIES.  NSN  4220-01-485-1135 (STEARNS MODEL I600 ORG NAV) PROVIDES ONLY THE INHERENTLY BUOYANT LIFE PRESERVER AND COSTS APPROXIMATELY $50.  NSN 4220-01-485-1138  (STEARNS MODEL I600 ORG-NLT) PROVIDES THE INHERENTLY BUOYANT LIFE PRESERVER WITH A FLAT WHISTLE AND DISTRESS MARKER LIGHT (ACR ELECTRONICS, FIREFLY 2) AND COSTS APPROXIMATELY $100.   NEW CONSTRUCTION SHIPS AND SUBMARINES SHOULD PROCURE THE LIFE PRESERVER USING NSN 4220-01-485-1138.  THE LIFE PRESERVER CAN BE OBTAINED VIA EITHER REQUISITION OR ORDERING DIRECTLY FROM THE FOLLOWING

SUPPLIERS:  AMRON INTERNATIONAL DIVING SUPPLY ESCONDIDO, CA., (760) 746-3834 OR MARVEL UNDERWATER, WOODLYNNE, NJ., (856) 488-4499. THESE SUPPLIERS ARE PART OF THE DCS-PHILADEPHIA PRIME VENDOR PROGRAM.  DCS-PHILADELPHIA POC IS RALPH LUND, (215) 737-4154.

3.   NSTM CHAPTER 077, AELS, AND MAINTENANCE CARDS WILL BE UPDATED ACCORDINGLY. INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE ABANDON SHIP AND MK 1 LIFE PRESERVER WILL BE PROVIDED SEPCOR.

4. REQUEST WIDEST DISSEMINATION.//

BT
