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Naval Safety Center Program Guide 

(10 Feb 2004)

Program: Lithium Batteries

Reference(s): (a)  OPNAVINST 4790.2H, Vol. I, Chap. 15, Para. 15.5.a. (8)

(b) S9310-AQ-SAF-010, Technical Manual for Batteries, Navy Lithium Safety Program Responsibilities and Procedures

Recognized fleet wide discrepancies, areas of concern:

· Improper storage of new and used Lithium batteries.

· Unfamiliarity with the NAVSEA manual, S9310-AQ-SAF-010.

Helpful hint(s):

· Read the requirements of the Refs (a) and (b) make it a part of your required quarterly training.

Program elements (what I look for): Lithium battery use in our avionics systems is on the rise.  If not properly handled, lithium batteries can be very dangerous and they do explode very easily when shorted out.  The biggest problem with the increased use of lithium batteries, since they are somewhat new technology for us, is the unfamiliarity of the handling procedures.  With this in mind, I always check to see how new and used lithium batteries are being stored.  New lithium batteries should be stored in their original packaging material and by themselves.  Used lithium batteries should be handled and disposed of IAW Ref (b).
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