CHAPTER 6

A. General Rules of Operations.

1) Never operate any vehicle on the airfield movement areas without establishing two way communications with the control tower and ensuring all equipment is secure and the vehicle is free of FOD.

2) Smoking is prohibited on any portion of the airfield.

3) All vehicles must be maintained in generally sound mechanical condition to prevent breakdowns, excessive leaking of fluids or inability to comply with other requirements of this course.

4) Only operate in areas authorized by the control tower.

5) Vehicles shall not be driven with 25 feet of an aircraft unless directly involved in servicing, cargo handling, or responding to an aircraft emergency.

6) Whenever the driver in not in the vehicle, they shall turn off the ignition, set brake and leave doors unlocked.  The driver shall ensure they can still hear the radio while away from the vehicle.

7) Anytime you become disoriented confused, uncertain etc. hold your position and ask for guidance from the tower.

8) Always give way to emergency vehicles responding to an emergency.

9) All drivers will display common courtesy to taxiing aircraft by angling their vehicle so that headlight beams do not directly impact cockpit areas.

10) Maintain radio discipline at all times.  No horseplay.

B. Speed Limits.  Vehicle operators should maintain maximum awareness of aircraft while operating on the airfield.  Speed limits are as follows:

1) Emergency – as required

2) Ramps/Aircraft in tow – 5 mph

3) Runways – 25 mph

4) Taxiway – 15 mph

C. Aircraft Emergencies/Mishaps.  All vehicles shall slow to a stop and hold their position whenever emergency vehicles are observed responding to or supporting aircraft operations.  Vehicles may proceed only with permission from the control tower.  Vehicles shall never be driven between a fire truck and an aircraft.  If able, exit the airfield and maintain radio silence.  

D.  Night/Adverse Weather Driving.

1) Driving on an airfield at night can be intimidating.  When the airport lighting is on, the airport may look like a confusing array of blue, white and red lights. Display all front and back taillights at night.  Headlights on low beam are also required at night. If you are inexperienced with driving on the airport at night, it is a good idea to take someone with you that is familiar.  If that is not possible, allow yourself a little extra time to get to your destination driving slower than normal.  If you are not absolutely sure, ASK SOMETONE.

2) Adverse weather can be very hazardous to drive in.  Snow, rain, freezing rain, and even fog can affect airfield operations.  Give yourself plenty of time to get to your destination.  Drive slower than normal, and if your vehicle has a rotating beacon, use it.  

3) Flashing lights or parking lights will be used at night and inclement weather when vehicles are temporarily parked on any part of the aircraft-parking ramp.  This does not apply if vehicles are parked in a designated area.  Headlights of a stopped vehicle shining towards a moving aircraft at night will be turned off immediately so the pilot’s night vision will not be affected.  The vehicle parking lights or emergency flashers will be turned on so its position will be known.

E. Reporting problems.  Any problems you encounter on the airfield should be reported to Base Operations personnel at bldg. XX or call at X1234.  All FOD, including dead animals and birds, shall be reported to appropriate personnel.

