January 1998

Lt. James Durand, “Brown and Blue Hornet Crunch”

A RIO’s account of a spectacular midair.

Cdr. E.M. Storrs, “Devil 500 Meets the Mother of All Thunderstorms"

A microburst keeps this A-6 crew from recovering on board their carrier.

LCdr. Frank Mellott, “Lessons Learned Seven Seconds to Disaster”

Walking on the flight deck is always hazardous, especially if the obstacles include an E-2’s spinning prop.

Lt. Harold H. Gunji, “Never Fly the Mentor Alone”

During a hop in the flying club’s T-34B, the traditional crew roles are reversed.

Lt. Matt Marone, “Delta 4? There goes Our Good Deal!”

A simple thing like forgetting to secure the dumps nearly ruins this Intruder crew’s fun flight.

Safety Poster: "FOD”

It takes about 80,000 rivets, 30,000 washers, 10,000 screws and bolts to help makes this aircraft fly… and one nut to destroy it.

Cdr. Terry Kraft, “In-Port Problems”

If you schedule includes flight ops the next day, maybe you should go easy during the pre-underway festivities.

Maj. Glenn Murray, “Bridgework”

A cobra crew nearly runs into demonstrators’ handiwork during a night training hop over New York City.

Lt. Shawn C. Cash, “Inexperience Saves the Day”

It takes the most junior member of the crew to raise the flag.

LCdr. D.H. Fillion, “Walking Like a Duck Is a Good”

During RLQs, an SH-60 hits a tall deck crewmen.

Lt. Matthew S. Jutte, “One’s Blind”

If you lose sight of your playmate, call it!

Lt. Mike Halsey, “Bird Strike Over The Bedouins”

A fun low-level over the sand quickly turns in a test of this Prowler crew’s colective skills.

Maj. Peyton Dehart, “Gary, Indiana, or Opie’s Waiting For Us!”

Heading toward an air show, hampered by deteriorating weather, our intrepid Cobra crew decides to drop in on an FBO.

Lt. W.D. Hoyt, “Phrog On The Pond!”

This CH-46 crew survives three unplanned water landings in 15 minutes.

LCdr. Trey Turner, “An ORM Tale: Three Came Back”

After launching, the three Tomcat crews reconsider.

Lt. Ron Dennis, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Lt. Marc Valadez, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Lt. Chris Ruggeri, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Lt. Greg Fulco, “Bravo Zulu VAW-112”

Capt. P.M. Pastino, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164(REIN)”

Cpl. C.E. Slaven, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (REIN)”

Cpl. M.D. Cain, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (REIN)”

Sgt. C.C. Denney, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (REIN)”

1STLt. P.S. Broderick, “Bravo Zulu HMM-164 (REIN)”
February 1998
Lt. Les Fierst, “Why Is This Happening To Me?”

A barberpoled right mainmount makes an EA-6B’s approach more interesting.

Maj. Joseph Strohman, “One Sure Gunny”

The crew chief was sure he saw smoke. Better safe than sorry.

Lt. Paul Brotze, “You’re On Fire!”

After a colorful approach and trap, this squadron submits a hazard report.

Lt. Stephen E. Banta, “Flying with the Red Baron”

Some folks never grow up, and they don’t mind endangering other people.

Capt. J.H. Pylant, “NATOPS Check Over Thailand”

Scheduled for an exercise, this Hornet crew’s plans are changed by an “unsafe” landing gear indication.

LCdr. Lynn Tawney, "Lessons Learned: Seven Seconds to Disaster”

Tanking from a KC-10 requires finesse.

Maj. Peyton Dehart, “Tree!”

Cockpit communication takes on new meaning when this Cobra crew nearly hits a ridgeline.

Lt. Mike Hall, “Pitching Deck Calls From an ECMO?”

The ICS fails during the approach, and this Prowler crew has to resort to shouting.

Lt. Jim Dvorak, “Sneaky Windshear”

During an approach to Keflavik, a P-3 encounters this weather phenomenon.

Lt. Tim Ericsen, Vertigo? “Tell Someone!”

Let the LSO know if you’re having problems.

Lt. Pete Garvin, “We’ve Got It All!”

This P-3 crew experiences multiple problems in the cockpit, along with weather, including a lightning strike.

Lt. Tom O’Neill, “Someone Reboot The Aircraft Commander!”

An overbearing AC needs to work on his people skills.

Lt. Denis Tri, “What Simple Flight? We May Have To Eject!”

No INS or tacan, in fog, without a wingman. This F-14 crew faces some hard decisions.

Maj. Stephen Breen, “Mowing Grass”

When lead doesn’t give enough information this HAC has to fend for himself.

Lt. Gareth Rietz, “This Check Ride Is a Little Too Realistic for Me!”

Problems with this E-6A’s flaps “enhance” a training hop.

Cpl. Clinton Smith, “Bravo Zulu HMH-466”

Sgt. John Kaiser, “Bravo Zulu HMH-466”

Capt. Michael Villar, “Bravo Zulu HMH-466”

Capt. Brent Davis, “Bravo Zulu HMH-466”

Ens. Matthew Duffy, “Bravo Zulu VT-10”

Capt. J.J. Isherwood, “Bravo Zulu VT-10”

LCdr. Greg Gilmour, “Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

AW2 Jeffrey Fitzsimons, Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

Lt. Todd Bahlau, “Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

AE1 Joseph Ondarza, “Bravo Zulu HC-11”

Lt. Steven Knight, “Bravo Zulu HC-11”

VAdm. Brent Bennitt, “Bravo Zulu HC-11”

AE2 John Mautner, “Bravo Zulu HC-11”

March 1998
Col. J.L. Whitlow, “The Truth About Single-Seat Airliners”

Can we learn something more from mishaps?

Lt. Michael R. Alexander, “Soft Cat  Shot”

A tired shooter nearly put this E-2 in the water.

Lt. Chris Bergen, “The Return of the Hot Ice Picks”

Two articles that discuss the hazards of self-medication.

Lt. Robb Webb, “Shakespeare Said It Best: To Thine Ownself be True”

PR1 Chris Glodis, “My Fred Flintstone Impression, or to Hell Hole and Back” 

Setting the CO up for a great checkride nearly coasts this eager crew chief his legs, or his life.

LCdr. Ed Whalen, “Split-S Fiasco”

A training flight highlights the value of crew coordination.

Cdr. Al St. Clair, “I’ve Done This a Hundred Times”

A variety of engine and instrument problems, coupled with bad weather, turn this FCF into something more interesting for these two aviators.

Lt. Andrew G. Mortimer, “Button, Button, Who Didn’t Channel the Button?”

Sounds simple enough: punch the right button to change frequencies.

LCdr. Don Blair, “Can You Believe the S-3 Had to Bingo?”

Deteriorating weather and dwindling fuel cause this S-3 crew some anxious moments.

Lt. James D. Dean, “Dipping Rotors”

An H-60 flight-deck hazard we should all know about.

LCdr. Neil Jennings, “Never Trust an A-6, or Anyone Else”

With only a standby gyro, and led by an A-6 crew, the Tomcat pilot and RIO try to get aboard.

Ltjg. J.P. Bingham, “Gear Up and Nowhere to Go”

Two SNAs watch their IP handle an emergency.

LtCol. Dave Tierney, “My Delayed Ejection”

A 10-second delay nearly makes the difference for this Harrier pilot.

Letters to the Editor, re: Lessons Learned (December ’97)

Ltjg. John Hewitt, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Lt. Christopher Quigley, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Ltjg. David Dull, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Lt. Robert Velez, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Lt. Todd Watkins, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Lt. Steven LeVert, “Bravo Zulu VAW-120”

Capt. William L. Campbell Jr, “Bravo Zulu VMAQ-3”

Maj. Timothy M. Barrow, “Bravo Zulu VMAQ-3”

Maj. Thomas a. Dougherty III, “Bravo Zulu VMAQ-3”

Maj. Neil H. Rodenbeck, “Bravo Zulu VMAQ-3”

ATAN Frankie Garcia, “Bravo Zulu HC-85”

AT3 Steven William, “Bravo Zulu HC-85”

LCdr. Paul Dragos, “Bravo Zulu HC-85”

LCdr. Joe Christman, “Bravo Zulu HC-85”

April 1998
Peter Mersky, “CHUM Isn’t for Bait”

Up-to-date charts are a must for low-levels.

LCdr. Arthur Sterrett, “Comfortable With Dangerboy”

Four thousand feet over mountains is not a good place to lose both engines.

LCdr. R.D. Broadston, “LCdr. Knucklehead’s Stunt, or I Didn’t Want to Be an IP, Anyway.

With the CO giving the check ride, this experienced aviator reaches for the wrong handle.

Lt. Russell Jack, “Pitchlock Is My Friend”

His instructor’s words prove true for this aviator.

Lt. Tim C. Barkdoll, “The Fortunate Garudas”

Maybe recycling the gear wasn’t a good idea.

Lt. Matt Leahey, “”I’ve Got It! I’ve Got It!”

This F-14 crew has some anxious moments in the break.

Lt. Jay R. Vannice, “Burritos and Birds”

Mix 100 birds in the Navy’s too-of-the-line food processor for an expensive puree.

Lt. Joe Reeves, “Jakarta Joe”

Fire-warning lights turn a night flight into a trip to Indonesia’s capital.

Lt. Brian Albro, “Click? What Happen to the Clunk-Clunk?”

Night landings at Iwo Jima made more colorful by malfunctioning gear.

LCdr. Stephen Beckvonpeccoz, “Will I Get My Wings Now?”

Near the end of the syllabus, wings in sight, this SNA gambles on a crosswind.

Lt. J.H. Waters, “A Bingo Tale in Two Parts”

This Hornet driver gets two lessons in how winds affect the bingo table.

Lt. Shawn B. Inman, “Goshawk Midair”

Losing a friend is always hard.

Capt. John Pitchford, “Lessons Learned Who Owns the Night?”

A few thoughts on flying with NVGs.

May 1998
Lt. Eugene S. Young, “A Busy Night on the Ball”

Dumping stores and fuel occupies the A-6 crew as they set up for a single-engine recovery.

Anonymous, “Fleet Stuff”

An ACM hop in the training command becomes a test of endurance when the IP’s TA-4 starts tumbling.

Capt. Daniel R. Oskar, “Going In at Deadman’s Lake”

Breakdown in crew coordination nearly ends in an unplanned landing.

Lt. Robert Moss, “Nobody Said a Word”

A sea Stallion crew barely misses power lines after not following their briefed mins.

LCdr. Ed Hobbs, “Into The River and…Boy, Is this Water Cold, or Who Needs Dry Suits Over Land?”

An Intruder crew ejects on a weapons delivery run after an explosion and fire.

Lt. Michael J. Dodick, “Fun and Games with My Tacan”

CV deception tactics nearly run two Hornets out of gas.

Lt. Tim Gamache, “Just Me and My Shadow”

With an electrical fire in the cockpit, reduced lighting and no horizon, the Tomcat crew finally recovers but with lots of questions.

Ltjg. Manual Reyes, “Moneymaker or Money Loser?”

A rag left in the tail-rotor area causes problems for this crew.

LCdr. Christopher W. Plummer, “Phantom Horizon”

Fighting disorientation, this E-2 crew goes back to their basic scan.

Cdr. Carroll F. LeFon, “Swap-Paint Shop Open for Business”

An F-4 and F-16 have a near midair during an AMC training hop.

Lt. John E. Burpee, “The Hurrieder I Go, The Behinder I Get, Hornet Style”

A rush to launch and a switchology mistake almost put this aviator in the water.

LCdr. Logan Allen III, “Our Tryout for the Jamaican Mud-Slide Team”

A cross-country to Oceana runs into weather problems, and when the f-14 crew tries taking a trap, they end up in the mud.

LCdr. Mark Cordeiro, “Off-Roading in a Heavy Jet”

Personality conflict in the cockpit and a resulting lack of crew coordination sets this E-6 crew up for a bumpy landing.

LCdr. Lynn Tawney, “Lessons Learned: Reduced G Tolerance and the Push-Pull Effect”

This phenomenon can effect your ability to withstand G forces.

Letters, re: How to fly VFR in France (November ‘(97).

1st Lt. Clayton H. Bollinger, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

Maj. Dale M. Smith, “Bravo Zulu HMT-303”

Capt. John Pryce, “Bravo Zulu HMM-161”

Capt. Brett Howard, “Bravo Zulu HMM-161”

Sgt. Mike Hunter, “Bravo Zulu HMM-161”

Lt. Edward Miller, “Bravo Zulu HM-15’

Lt. Pat Edmonds, “Bravo Zulu HM-15”

AMS2 Rustin Lane, “Bravo Zulu HM-15”

AMSAN Aaron Oritz, “Bravo Zulu HM-15”

June 1998
Lt. Jeff Hyink, “Space-Shuttle-One Departure into the Goo”

Three externals means no gas worries, but this FA-18 pilot has other concerns approaching the ship.

Lt. Bradford, “Going Over (to) San Clemente in a Barrel”

The crew decides they don’t need a trap even though it’s raining hard and the short runway is wet. Guess what happens. 

LCdr. James A. Pierce, “As If SAR Wasn’t Hard Enough”

You need to keep track of your position so that you don’t swamp the people in the boat you’re trying to save.

AME1 David B. Clouser, “We Just Put an Aircraft in the Bay!”

When an A-6 Crew crashes, the questions start.

LCdr. Bill McCormack, “Now It’s For Real!”

A new training scenario for water survival.

LtCol. Peyton Dehart, “The Land of Aerodynamic Miracles”

Trade winds rob a Corbra of its lift.

Lt. Frank Verducci, “Salt-Water Surprise”

Upside down in a sinking helicopter, this pilot struggles to survive.

Capt. R.J. Neff, “Short-Time Solo”

With his instructor unconscious in the front seat after a bird strike, this SNA prepares to land the plane.

Lt. Hans Sholley, “Some People Can’t Preflight and Chew Gum at the Same Time”

The chewing gum ended up in the strangest place!

LCdr. Robert Brown, “Lessons Learned Midair Madness”

LCdr. Jim Rance, “Stop Your Vessel or I’ll Crash in Front of You!”

They had a chance to catch a bad guy but nearly ended up going into the water.

Lt. Andy Bishop, “Stupid!”

Two SNAs and cockpit FOD-not a good recipe for a safe flight.

LCdr. J.T. Young, “Behind the Jet and Out of the Envelope”

His first night CQ, and things go wrong-no hook, damaged gear, and a trip to the beach.

Pop-Ups

· Improved HEED on the Way!

· ‘Fess Up Anonymously

· New Tools for Preventing Human-Factors Mishaps

Lt. Mitch Hayes, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-134”

Ltjg. Chris Carbone, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-134”

Capt. Dave Serage, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-134”

Lt. Jake Garcia, “Bravo Zulu VAQ-134”

Lt. William Carey, “Bravo Zulu HS-11”

Lt. Rick Ingrum, “Bravo Zulu HS-11”

AW1 Bruce Kane, “Bravo Zulu HS-11”

AW2 Christopher Billings, “Bravo Zulu HS-11”

Maj. Gregory W. Gaff, “Bravo Zulu VMFT-401”

Lt.Col. Terry Mcguire, “Bravo Zulu VMFT-401”

July 1998

Cdr. James E. Stanhlman, “OOCF in the Chocks”

Windshear on the flight deck? This H-3 crew has to fight going flying from the chocks.

Ltjg. Gabriel Soltero, “I Just Got Here!”

A few weeks into his first fleet tour, this nugget copilot has a real rescue to log.

Lt. J.P. Kelley, “Does Anyone Here Speak My Language?”

When a crewman has stomach pains, the C-9 crew has to land in a foreign country.

Lt. Rob Archer, “How We Washed Up For a Side of RHIBs”

Filled with passengers and crew, the CH-46 has an engine failure. The crew ditches and exits, leaving the HAC inside as the helo rolls over.

Pop-Ups

· Anti-Exposure Suits Flawed

· Falcons Fight Bird Strikes

· New BASH Program

· Cordless ICS for Helos Under Review

· Laser Lineup Coming to Fleet

· Sine Language

Lt. Heidi Squier, “Lessons Learned: Hidden Hangover”

Alcohol can “hide” in your ear.

Lt. Chris Sund, “No-Flap Divert”
Problems with the flaps and confusion with the foreign controller make for an interesting flight for this E-2 crew.

Lt. Jean-Paul G. Lovera, “Punching Through the Darkness”

No training hop is worth endangering the aircraft and crew.

Lt. Todd Lepper, “Good Thing I Didn’t Need It… This Time!”

A good reminder about preflighting survival gear.

LCdr. Deveon Jones, “Where’d All These Other Planes Come From?”

Confusion in the pattern nearly causes a midair between a T-34 and F-14.

Lt. Rob Mcgregor, “The No-Brainer Field Arrestment”

An erroneous signal in the cockpit hides a problem with a main-gear wheel, which causes a drastic shift on rollout.

Lt. Karen Fine, “Sucking Tomcat Exhaust”

Standing right behind a turning Tomcat, this SH-60 crew has a dual compressor stall.

LCdr. Thomas R Hoioos, “Live-Ordnance Follies”

Always check the range before you roll in.

Capt. Ed scoggin, “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Capt. Richard Hunt “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Sgt. William Shirley, “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Capt. Tom Stackpole, “Bravo Zulu HMM-265”

Capt Joe Woodward, “Bravo Zulu HMM-265”

Lt.Col. Ken Hopper, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

SSgt. Brian Tooke, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

SSgt. Bill Welch, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

SSgt. Mike Fahmer, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

SSgt. Jeron Champman, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

Capt. Terry Euling, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-234”

August 1998
Lt. Drew Krasny, “Rescue From a Burning Smokestack”

Fire on a high-rise and a stranded crewman make a full-rich day for these two HSL crews.

Lt. Tim Hibbetts, “Gear Down at 470 Knots”

Improperly stowed gear creates problems for an FRS crew.

LCdr. Randy Klatt, “Attacked by a Raft!”

You’ll love this story about a “crazed” life raft.

Capt. Shawn O’Brien, “Flying a Ragtop Harrier at 37,000 Feet”

A cross-country becomes an in-flight emergency when the canopy disappears.

LCdr. John P. Long, “Bugs In The Pitots”

Covers and preflight procedures can prevent unwanted guests from ruining your mission.

Capt. John G. Mahoney, “A Bunch of Non-Hackers?”

When the radar paints a huge squall line, the crew has to decide whether to go through.

Pop-Ups

· Maintenance Tech Libraries Going Paperless

· Camelbaks Combat Heat in Arabian Gulf

· Better BASH Program Arrives

· A Litter Problem

Lt. Ray O’Hare, “A Tinker Burger Au Goodyear”

A blown tire, not a famous sandwich, was this crew’s bill of fare. 

Maj. Matt Brackmann, Lessons Learned: "Spinning Helo Kills a Sailor."

Lt. Rick Hughes, “Someone Turn on the Lights!”

NVG flight and airspace that suddenly gets crowded highlights keeping alert and knowing who’s out there.

Ltjg. Peter C. Berg, “The Case of the Missing Pump Handle”

There are a lot of places for equipment to hide in an E-2.

LCdr. Peter Mcvety, “Fly the Ball Be the Ball!”

What’s your technique for a single engine approach?

Lt. Stephan D. Dupourque, “Creatures of Habit”
A disruption in their startup routine makes this S-3 crew forget an important item.

September 1998
Lt. Norman Metzger, “Gambling With Four of a Kind”

With warning lights and an in-flight fire, this Hornet pilot calls in his chips.

LCdr. Bill Lawler, “Sensory Overload”

A checkflight includes its own emergencies for a prowler crew.

LCdr. John D. VanBrabant, “Do I have to Pay for the F-16’s Fuel?”

They may love him at the NAS, but the Air Force interceptors that launched toward the ADIZ probably don’t.

Lt. Gary J. Patenaude, “200 Feet and Heading Down!”

On his first DLQ in the Seahawk and on a very dark night, an FRS student has to deal with an IP who has vertigo.

Lt. Jun K. Lee, “Eight Miles Inside a Live-Fire Zone”

Distracted by internal mission concerns, a P-3 crew flies into an active live-fire area.

Lt. Jeffrey Barta, “A Cheap Lesson in Stupidity”

Instead of letting his student do a few things, this IP takes on too much at a critical point.

Lt. Joel Jungemann, “Red Light Behind the Boat”

Malfunctioning flaps and a breakdown in crew coordination set this Prowler crew up for an ugly approach and waveoff.

LCdr. J.G. Johnson, “A Canopy Roll Goeth Before a Midair…But Not By Much”

An aggressive IP does an unbriefed maneuver, which results in a catastrophic midair.

Lt. Jeff Heiges, “The Hummer Buzzsaw Almost Claims Another Victim” 

An eager plane captain nearly ends his career by avoiding the safety chain.

Lt. Robert L. Curtis, “What’s a FEDEX Jet Doing at a Naval Air Station?”

A purple-and-white transport should have been the first clue that this wasn’t the right place.

Lt. Todd A Dufault, “Weak Leak, Weak Cheeks”

Erring on the side of caution yields big benefits for this Seahawk crew.

Lt. Carl Vause, “When the Odds Are Stacked Against You”

No many oil platforms fly, but this S-3 crew tries to join up one!”

LCdr. Tom Halley, “What Happened to My Beautiful Day?

After his Hornet’s launch bar spits the shuttle, this driver punches out off the cat.

Pop-Ups

· NOTAMS Now on Internet

· Tomcat’s VDI Can’t Take the Heat

· Seeing Is Believing?

· Tomcat Wing-Sweep Motors Ailing
October 1998
Capt. Scott Slater, “Barricading Black Knight 207”

A hung nosegear and low fuel sets this Hornet driver up for a tough recovery.

Cdr. Kelly E. McCoy, “From the Ship’s Side”

The air Boss gives the carrier’s view of Black Knight 207’s return.

ATC Mike L. Hott, “Hidden Dangers”

Three grapes in the shadows nearly go for a ride.

LCdr. Mike Barger, “A-6 in the Landing Area! Fouled Deck!”

As its pilot waves off, a Hornet clips an Intruder on the flight deck.

Lt. Jack Van Natta, “EBRC? What’s That?”

Confusion over a course change could have led to midairs.

LCdr. J. Ric McCarthy, “Black –Hole Nightmare”

An OinC’s worst dream: losing a helo. But the crew survived.

LCdr. David J. Silkey, “The Big Uglies”

Rain and overburdened aviators provide a busy time on the platform.

None, “Letter”

Re: Hidden Hangover (July 98).

Lt. Jeffrey B. Barta, “Spectres, Turbo-Tormentors and Goat-Ropes”

Did a TH-57 just crash? Lots of folks get into the SAR act.

Lt. Mark Light, “Who Caught the Flap Lever? Not Me!”

Loose sleeves hang up on the controls during a launch.

Lt. George M. Perry, “Flames on Final”

When a hydraulic pump explodes on launch, this F-14 crew has to deal with an in-flight fire as they struggle to recover.

Lt. John Sheehan, “How to Hover a Prowler”

A pitching deck contributes to an ugly recovery.

Pop-Ups

· New Flight-Mishap Videos

· HABD Replaces HEED

· New Cold-Weather Gear

· New GPWS Warns Pilots Before CFIT
Capt. Jeffrey Murphy, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”

Capt. John Peterworth, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”

Sgt. Philip Mendoza, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”

Sgt. Edward Ricke, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”
Cpl. Robert Campmen, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”

Sgt. Glenn Suffren, “Bravo Zulu VMGR-152”

Maj. Mark Clark, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Capt. Todd Waldron, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

LCpl. Gregory Lea, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Cpl. Michael Sanna, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Lt. James A. Rossi, “Bravo Zulu VFA-106”

November 1998
Lt. Mark Sivazlian, “Get the Guy in the Truck!”

Not only does this A-6 crew have trouble finding the right target, but when they do, it’s occupied!

Lt. Adam Taff, “Tragedy Over the Alps”

A Navy Hornet driver describes a mishap in Switzerland.

LCdr. J.D. Haugen, “Comm Free-for-All”

Cluttered airways result when a Prowler crew tries to help a squadronmate with hung gear.

Lt. Kevin S. Barker, “Nasty Buoys”

Eau de lithium is not a popular fragrance with this Seahawk crew.

Lt. Duane Boren, “Maybe I should Declare Emergency Fuel”

Waiting to declare an emergency puts this Tomcat crew in an uncomfortable position-and almost in the silk.

Lt. John Jenista, “One Smokin’-Hot Tomcat Break”

During their landing approach, this F-14 crew has fire and smoke in the cockpit.

Lt. Joseph Mohnacs, “The Perfect Whiteout”

Flying in Antarctica has its own special way of building character. 

LCdr. Bob Roth, “Hypoxic Checkflight”

A PMCF becomes a quick lesson in survival.

LCdr. Brian A. Fazzone, “I Landed Like This One Already!”

He’d made an emergency landing once as a Marine captain, now he was doing another as a Navy O-4.

Cdr. Danny E. Mason, “Wheel-Deep in the Mud”

The aircraft was heavy, the runway was wet, and the wind was the wrong way.

Cdr. Mark Whittle, “Two Wheels and No Gas”

Losing a wheel on a touch-and-go, this Hornet aviator nearly runs his tanks dry trying to get down. 

LCdr. Bill Mosk, “An Ice Tail”

Problems with the tail de-icer make an approach more interesting for this P-3 crew.

Lt. Max Lohman, “Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

AW2 Matt Woods, “Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

Lt. Greg Futch, “Bravo Zulu HSL-46”

Capt. Duncan Smith, “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Cpl. John Timms, “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Capt. Lance Dorman, “Bravo Zulu HMM-162”

Cpl. Michael Hinebaugh, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Maj. Mark Clark, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Capt. Carl Wingo, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

Sgt. Jason Wargo, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

LCpl. Christopher Barr, “Bravo Zulu HMM-264”

December 1998

LCdr. Walter Schnell, “Welcome Back to the Fleet”

After a two-and-a-half-year hiatus, an NFO gets a refresher on how quickly things can go bad. 

LCdr. Tom Ganse, “Coondog and the Christmas Fly-By”

A holiday photo gaggle almost becomes memorable for the wrong reasons.

Lt. Marc Rodriguez, “Two Runways, No Waiting”

Another case of rushing the flight nearly results in a collision with a civilian aircraft.

Lt. Douglas J. Siemonsma, “An Approach Story in Seven Seconds”

Chained to the flight deck, the CH-46 still wants to fly.

Ltjg. John Perrone, “First Week-First Emergency”

Barely out of the FRS, this nugget confronts his first major in-flight problem.

LCdr. Dan Sad, “It Doesn’t Matter What They Think if You’re Dead!”

Comm problems distract this Hornet driver from concentrating on his approach.

LCdr. Jeff Kirby, “Vark Midair”

On an exchange tour, a Prowler NFO swaps paint with his No.2.

Lt. David Culpepper, “Diminished Air, Diminished Flight”

Was my RIO sucking up all my oxygen?

Lt. Jim Stanley, “A Hard-Won Fox 3

The chance to shoot a Phoenix almost slips through this Tomcat crew’s collective fingers.

Lt. Bob Timby, “But Honey, I did It All for You!”

Rushing to get home, this crew dumps too much fuel.

Pop-Ups

· New Low-Profile flotation Collar Introduced to Fleet

· New Survival Vest Now available

· Camelback Caution

