The TBM was the larges? singlé-engine air-
eralt te My fram a carrior dueing Werld War I,
After o rocky slart at the Bamle o Midway, tha
Avenger became the workhosse of the fast
carrier sirike forces, Here, L1jg. Gearge Bush e Lo
prepares lor takeoff in his TBM. (ULS, Mawy  Lijp. Geoarge Bush in the cockpit of his TBM in
Phatal 1944, (LS, Nawy Fhatal
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anyof America’s presidents have servedin the military; several

hawve seen combat. However, George Bushisthe first aviator to

becoma president. His status is unigue because, at the time he

flew Grumman Avengers in 1944, he was one of the youngest
Mawal Aviators, Twenty-year-old Ltjg. Bush flew 58 combat missions in
the Pacific as a member of VT-51 in WSS San Jacinto (CVL-30). During a
strike against the Japanese-held island of Chi-Chi Jima, he and his erew
wiere shot down by flak and had to bail out. Ltjg. Bush was the only ong
1o survive from his three-man crew. He was eventually rescued by the
submaring USS Finback (55-230), but he did not return to VT-51 until
Dctober 30, eight weeks after being shot down,

After rescuing Ltjg. Bush, and two other pilots and two aircrewmen,
Finback continued its war patrol. As an unexpected member of the sub-
marine's crew, Bush experienced the claustrophobic existence of the
Sileant Service. Finback attacked Japanese shipping, and was also depth-
charged by Japanese surface ships. He also helped out by censaring
outgoing mail and standing night watches while the sub ran on the
surface to recharge its batterigs.

Ltig. Bush received the DFC for attacking the target on Chi-Chi Jima
through heavy flak just before he was shat down. He also accumulated
three Air Medals during his combat taur,

President Bush was no stranger 1o avistion mishaps. His TBF's landing
gear collapsed on landing during FCLPs in Movember 1943, Before being
shot down, he ditched his TBM on Jung 19, 1944, in the middle of the great
air battle that became known as the “Marianas Turkey Shoot.™ San
Jacinto was operating near Guam as part of the invasion force against
Japanegse bases in the Maranas, and his aircraft was on the cat. A Japa-
nesa raid turnaed the carrier's attention away from launching aircraft. The
ship's guns fired at the enemy aircraft while Bush and his crew sat on the
cat, their aircraft’s engine running.

As the attack passed, the VT-51 "Turkey” {the 1944 use of the nickname
for the TEM) was launched. Howewver, immediately before the stroke,
Bush saw that he had no oil pressure, perhaps as a result of damage from
fire by the Japanese raiders or from one of the carrier’s flak guns. Before
he could signal to abort the launch, the catapult fired, sending the heavily
loaded bonberinto the air, As he lost power, Mr. Bush warned his crew-
men to prepare for ditching and made a smaoth landing ahead of his car-
rigr. The three men left their sinking aircraft and got into their rafts. An
accompanying destrover picked them up,

President Bush took time fram his hestic schedule to jot down personal
responses to our questions about the part safety played in his wartime
flying careér.
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Approach: You Mew 58 combar missions
ir the Pacific during World War II, On
Septemiber 2, 1944, you were shot down
diering a sivike, Could vou describe whai
fraining, baify af Fenzacala and in vour
sepiedron, might have helped you o
steevive the batlont and while yvou were in
the warer?

President Bush: Our preflight trining
taught us certain underwvater procedures
and gave us familiarity with the water,
asclf, Actually, I never trained ar
Pensacola; [ got my wings a1 Corpus
Christi. Bailoan procedanes from the TBF
were taught at Fort Lauderdale befone [
ot bo ¥WT-51 in June 1943, There were no
strmalatoss in those days, just verbal
ENSIrUCLions,

Approach: During vour combal towr, did
v Hiink abour safery mech, az much as
we do feday?

President Bush: We thought about safety
o preat deal. There were a lot of safety
posters arcund, especially for brand-new
pilots. The posters related fo taxiing, care
of aireraft, and a kot of elementary areas.
We didn™t pack our own parachutes, but
we did leam about caring for our chutes,
We received a lot of instruction about
safery during a bailout. T remember being
hit and [ instinctively tumed my aircrafl
1 the right o release the airstream
pressure from the door leading into the
ventral gunner’s compartment.
Approgch: As the highesr-ranking
governmtert official, vou've had several
opportenities o see foday's Navy
ciiFcrews in action, Has the hasic se-
gurerice on e carrier light deck changed
i the 40 vears since you flew from the
San Jacinmo?

President Bush: I"ve ssen carrier crews
in action and the basic sequence has
changed dramatically, Things seem much
more efficient and more complex than
they were in my day.

..-‘lppn::lﬂ:ﬁ': Tl!.l-ﬂ'ﬂ'lj-".ﬂ' rerval m'r:'raﬁ rf.l':r'
heavily on zo-called “sysiems™ to fTy and

b anihe e, Gw Avenpar's “TIEF prefls indicaed &
longeedo bormber budlt by Disenmes, By laws 15942,
Cinerrnan’i estise feehorliin fapabalay isified L e FGF
Flallcat, and teg company’s otk wirceafl — the FEF Wildeat
ared tha THF Avenger - wer fermed ot o the Exeem
Abrealt Devieen of Gaseml Motors, Thus, laws versiosd of
e Wildent ased Avesges became the M arsd e TIM,
reapsasivedy, While President Bush may kavve trained in
e THFu and THMu, by the Eme he reickbed Mot service,
e Lt T M5 Bad ropassesd the earber sircralt - Ed

Jarrerg B, Dneen, DOy A4noping

TBF Avengor torpedoe bomber revs up before moving ino launch posdion,

perfarm their missions, and part of
Iedlay' s safery awareness is a tharough
knowledge of aircraft and weapons
systems, How did you frain in the Avenger
regarding irs operation ard mission”
Fresident Bush: Our plancs did not rely
on “systems.” They were “needle-ball”
and “airspeed™ and slightly mose. We had
an automatic pilet but it was not particu-
larly reliable and T did not use mine very
much, The weapons systems were simple
by today’s standards, We dropped bombs
of lgrpedoes but in a very unscientific
manner. We had a .50-caliber machine
gun in the dorsal turret, but there was no
complex electronics suite or anything of
that nature,

Approach: Did vou train by fighting wirh
different rypes of aircraft in whai we
woredld call today dizsimilar air combar
fraining

President Bush: The way [ trained in the
TEM at Fort Lauderdale was te climb in
ard put the throttle forward and take
off.We had Link trainers for instrument
training but there were no special simula-
tors for the TBM., We didn truin by
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Onee a Maval fonater, always a Maval Ssiatar,
Dwuring a wisit as Vice President, "L1." George
Bysh woars his flight jacket, While House
Phaial

fighting different types of aircraft, We did
a lot of low-level flving but none of the
simulated attack flying that [ have seen
tadday. The bottom line is: it was a lot
different then = a lod different.



