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by Lt. Phil Webb

months after the event, it was downright hilarious. At

thetime, however, the situation in which the crew of
Hellfire 03 found themsel ves reveal ed aserious breakdown
of aircrew coordination.

Thewesther at first didn’t seem too bad—atypica
December evening in Japan, with low overcast at about a
thousand feet, scattered rain showersand T-stormsall
about, freezing leve at 3,000 feet, and lightning every-

I t wasfunny. Actualy, as| sit here safe on deck several
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where. Opsnormal for the Kanto Plain. Our mission was
to honeour USW skillsby firing up our onboard training
system (the Deployable Proficiency Trainer, or DPT) and
prosecuting aUSW problem.

We headed south and went feet wet over Sagami Wan
Bay. It quickly became apparent that thisareawouldbe
unworkable dueto ahuge storm cell hovering right.off the
coastline. Not to be denied our valuabletraining, we
repositioned approximately 10 milesto the east over Tokyo



photo composite by Allan Amen

.a '-_1r‘j" rwl.«;}fj ;'I 'ﬂl
; | long ‘M towardkeepingeveryone
; kpif '  well-informed. Weknew what thewesther was, but it took
“a.l Wedecidedto "*-J of tranmgandtuneup Metrofor someone outsidethe aircraft to repeat it tousfor our
- thecomplete pictureat homefield. TheHACtaskedmeto  communications|oop to become complete. Thisinstance

< edl Métrowhile he coordinated with one of our other helos . gaveusagood chucklein thedebrief, but it could have-
T dso workingthelocal area. We werenow monitoring and easly beenavoided. g
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talk kingol _d_l_fferentfrequenu&e Metrorequested aPIREP Lt Webb flies with HSL-51, and is a member of Detachment Four.
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