® \When handling aloaded weapon, the operator
needsto ensure the safety devices are engaged.
Remember the popular saying, “If you seered,
you'redead.” Thisstatement refersto thered color
on most safety mechanisms. A red dot or red switch
usually indicates safety locks are off.

® Alwayskeep theweapon pointedin asafe
direction. Never point at someone.

@ Stay alert while cleaning aweapon. Fatigue
playsabigroleinany evolution. For example, you
never would want to get inyour car and drivealong
distance without being well rested. The same
principleappliesto handling wespons.

® Read theinstructions, mentally review safety

precautions, and take classes on weapons handling.
® Never takeagun for granted.

“I have donethismillionsof timesbefore.” “I
know what I’ mdoing.” Statementslikethese
indicate amishap waiting to happen. Pay attentionto
detail and taketimeto review proceduresbefore
operating aweapon.

TheNavy loses Sailorsevery year in mishaps
that could have been prevented. Whether you usea
gunfor recreation or onthejob, planningisthekey
to avoiding mishaps. Thesolution may beassimple
asasking for help or using theright safety equip-
ment. Taketimeto evaluate the precautionsand
risksof atask beforeyou start it. B

eportsreaching the Naval Safety Center

show that thevictimin the previousstory
has plenty of company. Here are the tales of
shipmates.

A Deadly Wake-Up Call

Shortly after an EM2'sroommate had
returned from anightclub, hetried to awaken the
EM2 for breakfast by threatening himwitha
A45-caliber pistol. The EM2 awoke, saw the
pistol in hisface, pushed it away, and closed his
eyesto catch afew morewinks. Theroommate
then pointed the pistol at the EM2'shead, and
when the EM 2 pushed it away thistime, around
fired, killing him.

A Little Bit of Alcohol...

“...And the gun went boom!” That'sone
way to describe what happened toan HM 3
(withaBAC of .03 after two beers) who was
preparing to clean his9 mm, double-action pistol.
Hepulled the dideto therear position withthe
clipin place and looked into the chamber to

Firepower out of Control

ensureit wasempty. Hetried to manually lock
thedlideintherear position, but asheturned
the weapon sidewaysto disengage the maga-
zine, the didewent forward and chambered a
round. The spring action caused hisfinger to
pull thetrigger, and theweapon fired.

Watch Out for Yourself, Too

After spending anight at afriend’shouse,
anAN noticed hisbuddy had gonetowork
without unloading his.380 automatic pistol.
Although hedidn’t have any experiencewith
thistype of weapon, the AN decided to unload
it. He put hisleft hand over the barrel (out of
concernfor childreninthe house) andlaid the
butt of the pistol on hisleg, then pushed back
thedide. Unfortunately, thedidedidn’t stay
back, and around went through theairman’s
left hand.

By design, ordnanceishazardous. Know
what you’ redoing when you handleit, or be
prepared to pay aprice—sometimesthe
ultimateprice. &
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