By Capt. Joe Cleary

combined anti-armor team had just finished a

combined-armsexercise over several longand
exhaustive, 100-plus-degree days. The scorching heat
had taken itstoll on thetroops, and they were eager to
get back to camp for hot chow, a shower, and relax-
ation. After several daysof “fireand maneuver,” the
only thing left to do wasto kick back and relax inthe
HMMWYV asthedriver drove them back. But that’s
when their day turned for theworse. Hereiswhat
happened:

Two of theteam’'sHMMWYV's, both M 1045
variants, |eft the range and drove along thedirt road
they had comein on. Traveling at 35 mph, theteam
was overtaken by acolumn of LAVS. Oncethe LAVs
passed, one of the HMMWYV drivers, who wasa

Marines
depend on
their driver’s
to get them
home alive.

Death

corporal, accel erated rapidly and had asudden urgeto
makethevehiclefishtail. When hejerked thewhed to
theleft, therear wheelsdlid, andtheHMMWYV rolled
multipletimes, finally stopping onitsroof. Thefour
Marines crawled out, but a PFC, riding in the weapons
station, was pinned under the vehicle. A corpsman from
thelead vehiclequickly arrived and beganfirst aid.
Thirty minutes |ater, ahelicopter took the PFCto a
naval hospital where hedied from head injuriesand a
severed spinal cord.

When amishap occurs, thereisoften achain of
eventsleadingtoit, but not inthis case. The cause of
thismishap can betraced to one Marine' sdecision. He
didn’t realizethe potential consequencesof “fishtailing”
hisHMMWV. Asaresult, another Marine paid the

ultimate pricefor thedriver’srecklessdecision. 6
HMMWV variant configured for mounting weapons atop the
vehicle e.g. .50 cal, Mk-19, or TOW missile. A Marine, manning the
weapons station, sits on a hanging strap and has his upper body

exposed above the vehicle's roof.
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ince 1994, Marineshaverolled 49 HMMWVs, killing six Marines. Two Marineswere

discharged with permanent injuries. Total vehicle damages have amounted to $812,408.
Rolloversoften occur when Marinestake dirt-road curvestoo fast. Driving fast doesn’t just
include speeds of 40 to 50 mph but any speed that greatly reducesyour ability to control
your vehicle. Even 20 to 30 mph can be dangerous, depending on the conditions. Speeding
often resultswhen driversbecomelax and don’ t pay attention to their speed or changing
terrain and weather. At times, HMMWYV driversdeliberately speed, and in some cases, they
aresmply reckless. Recklessdriving isn’t acommon factor in HMMWV rollovers, but
when it does happen, the events can be catastrophic as chronicled inthisstory. 6™

Winter 00-01



