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Purpose: The Navy and Marine Corps lose too many Sailors and Marines to off-duty mishaps, including a large number in private motor-vehicle accidents. It is a tragedy to see our friends, family members, and neighbors survive deployments and war, only to die on the streets of our cities.

The Good Samaritan program seeks to gain community support for the safety of our Sailors and Marines. Their involvement is a great way to welcome home our people and to reintegrate them into our towns and neighborhoods. The actions of Good Samaritans will show them that their friends, families and neighbors care about them and their safety.

Background: The program was adapted from an Army program called “Operation Guardian Angel.” CW4 Darrel Smith of the Army’s V Corps in Germany believed communities would respond to a call for help from the military. He saw an opportunity when one of his Soldiers went home on 

leave. He called that person’s mother and asked his parents to help him by encouraging their son to be safe during leave. After that experience, Darrel felt the program would work on a broader scale.

The Naval Safety Center took that initial program and broadened the scope, fitting it to our needs. Not wanting to confuse people with the Army effort, we called our program “Good Samaritan.” After all, a Good Samaritan is a person who does good deeds for others, typically strangers, without expectation of payback.

Sailors and Marines in the Tidewater area have helped schools with mentoring programs, have adopted highways to keep clean, and have joined the Clean the Bay effort. We now need our community’s help.

How the Program Works: Visit the web at www.safetycenter.navy.mil/samaritan to join. An individual can sponsor a specific Sailor or Marine, who might be a family member, friend or neighbor, and you agree to help them. The level of support is up to each person. For example, you might offer to tell your sponsored person about new traffic lights, traffic patterns, or high-ticketed areas. You might offer a friendly reminder to buckle up, to wear safety goggles while working at home, or simply to hold a ladder for a neighbor. A fully involved Good 

Samaritan might offer a ride to a friend who has had a little too much to drink or to offer a reminder about “Tipsy Taxi,” or safe-ride programs. These efforts will help to reduce alcohol-related incidents.

For your efforts, we’ll send you a certificate, identifying you as a Good Samaritan, a poster to place in a visible place (home, car or workplace), a decal, and a bumper sticker to advertise your support.

Businesses can join to show their support of the military and to provide a reminder to our people to be safe. We have a poster that stresses how we lose as many, if not more, Sailors and Marines to off-duty mishaps than we did in the first year of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. We hope that poster will make our people think twice about driving while unbuckled, taking unnecessary risks, or driving while intoxicated.

Cost: Becoming a Good Samaritan doesn’t cost anything, other than a little time. The program, we believe, will make our people safer and will foster a better relationship with our communities. It will build a tighter bond than already exists in our towns and neighborhoods. Please join today.

FAQ: A complete list of frequently asked questions is available on the Naval Safety Center website.
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PMV and Off-Duty Statistics

FY95 - Present

PMV Deaths:

Navy:

689

Marine: 
523
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Off-Duty Deaths (other than PMV):

Navy:

215

Marine:
 93
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